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NEW ACQUISITIONS  
  
The Whately 250th Committee donated 
the 250th Commemorative Quilt (WHS 
2022.337.001), designed and made by 
Town residents Jennifer Kellogg, Theresa 
Menko, Katie Ross, and Irene Upham. The 
quilt, to be displayed in the Town Hall  
Auditorium, uses a variant of the ‘jump ring’ 
quilt pattern and a blue-and-green fabric 
palette that refers to the Town’s 250th logo. 

 
A wooden wall phone (WHS 

2022.354.001), made by the 
American Telephone & 
Telegraph Company 
(est. 1885) in the early 
1920s, was donated by 

Fred and Janet Smead of 
Hadley.  The first telephones 
in Whately, at the Whately 

Inn, Wood’s General 
Store on Christian 
Lane, and the Boston 

& Maine train station, 
were installed in 1901. WHS’ 

phone is typical in its use of a 5-Bar Magneto, an elec-
trical generator that produced pulses of alternating cur-
rent necessary to connect to a central switchboard.  
 
Two pair of antique gold 
saddle-bridge rimless  
eyeglass frames and 
lenses (WHS 2022.336.001),  
dating to 1880–1910, were  
found recently in the 1830 Otis  
Bardwell House on Conway Road.  
Donor Adelia Bardwell is not sure exactly who wore the 
glasses, but chances are good that they were owned by 
Henry W. Bardwell (1849–1916) or his wife Fidelia 

Cooley Bardwell (1847–1916).  They could 
have belonged to any of their five children, 
born between 1873 and 1883, as well, as it 
was not until the 1930s that distinct styles of 
eyeglasses for men and women became fash-
ionable. 
  
WHS welcomes offers of historic objects, 
photos, written material and artwork. Stop 
by on Tuesday mornings to discuss potential 
gifts or email info@whatelyhistorical.org. 

WHATELY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

News from the December 2022 

House History Project · Dereka Smith, WHS 
archivist, has recently completed a two-year project to 
use original deeds and records to update the existing 
record of ownership of 18th- and 19th-century houses 
in Whately, with thanks to Georgeann Dufault, who 
completed a similar project in 1990. Before the  
histories are posted online, WHS volunteers will be 
photographing each house that is still standing. You 
may see us on Town frontage with our cameras—or, if 
your house is set back from the road, we’ll knock on 
the door to introduce ourselves. 
Thanks in advance to everyone for  
supporting our efforts to  
document Whately history! 
 
Going to the Dogs · 
Check out WHS’ latest 
mini-exhibit in Dickinson 
Library, which includes a 
handwritten list of Town 
residents who paid for dog  
licenses in 1871, a daunting list 
of rules for dog owners in the late 
1930s, and a 1946 Whately dog tag recently discovered 
nailed to the wall in the caretaker’s building at Brook-
side Cemetery and donated by Ralph Healey (WHS 
2022.300.001).
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WHS Roaring Brook exhibit and sponsored jointly by 
WHS and the Hatfield Historical Society.  
 
New! 2023 exhibit explores surprising dimensions 
of Whately’s Roaring Brook and its role in industry, 
agriculture, tourism, art, and even the Silver Screen! 
Opens Thursday, March 16 at WHS Museum, Town Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spring Festival · Local music and food, plus fun 
workshops on historic woodworking and pollinators · 
Sunday, May 28, noon–3 pm, Town Hall lawn 
 
Last chance to visit the 250th anniversary exhibit— 
Becoming Whately: A History in Objects 
Tuesday, December 6 and 13, 9 am–noon; and Saturday,  
December 17, 10 am–noon.  Supported by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council and Whately Cultural Council.

UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
The Rise & Fall of the 
American Chestnut 
Sunday, December 11, 3 pm ·  
Town Hall Auditorium 
Forest giant, wild food,  
lumber resource, epidemic  
victim and science project—
the American chestnut has  
fascinating history. Presenters 
Ann Lomeli, Allison Bell,  
and Paul Wetzel from Smith 
College’s Macleish Station 

will discuss this iconic tree’s past, present and future in 
Whately and beyond. Enjoy roasted chestnut samples! 
 
The Kingsley Brothers: Artists in Whately Glen 
Thursday, March 16, 7 pm · Town Hall Auditorium  
Elbridge and Lewis Kingsley grew up  
in Hatfield in the mid-1800s and 
created an impressive portfolio of 
photography, illustrations, and 
paintings of the Valley—including 
images of Roaring Brook and 
Whately Glen. Elbridge achieved 
world fame for his wood engravings 
and recruited leading artists to join him in Whately to 
work from nature. This talk is in conjunction with the 

The Whately Historical Society was founded in 1966 to pre-
serve the town’s history and to educate townspeople and 
others about Whately’s past.  The Society sponsors programs, 
research and activities about the history and culture of 
Whately and the region; maintains a museum of Whately  
documents, images and objects; and responds to inquiries 
about Whately history and genealogy. 
 
The Whately Historical Society is incorporated as a charitable 
organization in the Commonwealth of Mass. and has been 
designated as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization by the IRS. 
 
Explore www.whatelyhistorical.org to learn more about 
our collections, access resources about Whately history, 
learn about future events, and purchase Town histories,  
historic postcards and note cards, T-shirts, or sweatshirts. 
 
Officers 
Neal Abraham, President 
Adelia Bardwell, Immediate Past President 
Larry Ashman, Vice President 
Bill Saunders, Treasurer 
Gretchen Bechta, Secretary 
Dereka Smith, Archivist 
Jane Grybko, Curator 
Maida Goodwin, Webmaster

Support the Historical Society 
  
Offer Materials · We’re always looking for items that illustrate 
the past and complement our holdings. Call for an appointment 
to bring materials to Town Hall.  Our archivist and curator will 
review all offers to decide which to add to the collection. 
 
Volunteer · We always need help maintaining and documenting 
the collection, social media, and planning and supporting events. 
Call Adelia at 665-3837 or email info@whatelyhistorical.org. 
 
Contribute & Become a Member · Join others who care about 
the history of our town! Receive notices about all programs,  
invitations to special activities, and “Perspective on the Past” 
emails. Donations to support our work of preservation, docu-
mentation and expansion of our museum collection are tax- 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. Individual donors of at 
least $10 become one-year members; higher annual contribu-
tions are encouraged: Supporter $40, Sponsor $75, Patron $150.  
Donors of $500 or more become five-year members. Make check 
out to: Whately Historical Society. Send it with name, address, 
phone number and email address to Whately Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 7, Whately, MA 01093. You may also pay with a credit 
card or via PayPal at www.whatelyhistorical.org. 
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