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NEW ACQUISITIONS  
  
The Whately 250th Committee donated 
the 250th Commemorative Quilt (WHS 
2022.337.001), designed and made by 
Town residents Jennifer Kellogg, Theresa 
Menko, Katie Ross, and Irene Upham. The 
quilt, to be displayed in the Town Hall  
Auditorium, uses a variant of the ‘jump ring’ 
quilt pattern and a blue-and-green fabric 
palette that refers to the Town’s 250th logo. 

 
A wooden wall phone (WHS 

2022.354.001), made by the 
American Telephone & 
Telegraph Company 
(est. 1885) in the early 
1920s, was donated by 

Fred and Janet Smead of 
Hadley.  The first telephones 
in Whately, at the Whately 

Inn, Wood’s General 
Store on Christian 
Lane, and the Boston 

& Maine train station, 
were installed in 1901. WHS’ 

phone is typical in its use of a 5-Bar Magneto, an elec-
trical generator that produced pulses of alternating cur-
rent necessary to connect to a central switchboard.  
 
Two pair of antique gold 
saddle-bridge rimless  
eyeglass frames and 
lenses (WHS 2022.336.001),  
dating to 1880–1910, were  
found recently in the 1830 Otis  
Bardwell House on Conway Road.  
Donor Adelia Bardwell is not sure exactly who wore the 
glasses, but chances are good that they were owned by 
Henry W. Bardwell (1849–1916) or his wife Fidelia 

Cooley Bardwell (1847–1916).  They could 
have belonged to any of their five children, 
born between 1873 and 1883, as well, as it 
was not until the 1930s that distinct styles of 
eyeglasses for men and women became fash-
ionable. 
  
WHS welcomes offers of historic objects, 
photos, written material and artwork. Stop 
by on Tuesday mornings to discuss potential 
gifts or email info@whatelyhistorical.org. 

WHATELY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

News from the December 2022 

House History Project · Dereka Smith, WHS 
archivist, has recently completed a two-year project to 
use original deeds and records to update the existing 
record of ownership of 18th- and 19th-century houses 
in Whately, with thanks to Georgeann Dufault, who 
completed a similar project in 1990. Before the  
histories are posted online, WHS volunteers will be 
photographing each house that is still standing. You 
may see us on Town frontage with our cameras—or, if 
your house is set back from the road, we’ll knock on 
the door to introduce ourselves. 
Thanks in advance to everyone for  
supporting our efforts to  
document Whately history! 
 
Going to the Dogs · 
Check out WHS’ latest 
mini-exhibit in Dickinson 
Library, which includes a 
handwritten list of Town 
residents who paid for dog  
licenses in 1871, a daunting list 
of rules for dog owners in the late 
1930s, and a 1946 Whately dog tag recently discovered 
nailed to the wall in the caretaker’s building at Brook-
side Cemetery and donated by Ralph Healey (WHS 
2022.300.001).

   Design adapted from J. M. Crafts stoneware jug cobalt d
ecoratio
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WHS Roaring Brook  exhibit and sponsored jointly by 
WHS and the Hatfield Historical Society.  
 
New! 2023 exhibit explores surprising dimensions 
of Whately’s Roaring Brook and its role in industry, 
agriculture, tourism, art, and even the Silver Screen! 
Opens Thursday, March 16 at WHS Museum, Town Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spring Festival · Local music and food, plus fun 
workshops on historic woodworking and pollinators · 
Sunday, May 28, noon–3 pm, Town Hall lawn 
 
Last chance to visit the 250th anniversary exhibit— 
Becoming Whately: A History in Objects 
Tuesday, December 6 and 13, 9 am–noon; and Saturday,  
December 17, 10 am–noon.  Supported by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council and Whately Cultural Council.

UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
The Rise & Fall of the 
American Chestnut 
Sunday, December 11, 3 pm ·  
Town Hall Auditorium 
Forest giant, wild food,  
lumber resource, epidemic  
victim and science project—
the American chestnut has  
fascinating history. Presenters 
Ann Lomeli, Allison Bell,  
and Paul Wetzel from Smith 
College’s Macleish Station 

will discuss this iconic tree’s past, present and future in 
Whately and beyond. Enjoy roasted chestnut samples! 
 
The Kingsley Brothers: Artists in Whately Glen 
Thursday, March 16, 7 pm · Town Hall Auditorium  
Elbridge and Lewis Kingsley grew up  
in Hatfield in the mid-1800s and 
created an impressive portfolio of 
photography, illustrations, and 
paintings of the Valley—including 
images of Roaring Brook and 
Whately Glen. Elbridge achieved 
world fame for his wood engravings 
and recruited leading artists to join him in Whately to 
work from nature. This talk is in conjunction with the 

The Whately Historical Society was founded in 1966 to pre-

serve the town’s history and to educate townspeople and 

others about Whately’s past.  The Society sponsors programs, 

research and activities about the history and culture of 

Whately and the region; maintains a museum of Whately  

documents, images and objects; and responds to inquiries 

about Whately history and genealogy. 

 

The Whately Historical Society is incorporated as a charitable 

organization in the Commonwealth of Mass. and has been 

designated as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization by the IRS. 

 

Explore www.whatelyhistorical.org to learn more about 

our collections, access resources about Whately history, 

learn about future events, and purchase Town histories,  

historic postcards and note cards, T-shirts, or sweatshirts. 

 
Officers 
Neal Abraham, President 

Adelia Bardwell, Immediate Past President 

Larry Ashman, Vice President 

Bill Saunders, Treasurer 

Gretchen Bechta, Secretary 

Dereka Smith, Archivist 

Jane Grybko, Curator 

Maida Goodwin, Webmaster

Support the Historical Society 
  
Offer Materials · We’re always looking for items that illustrate 
the past and complement our holdings. Call for an appointment 
to bring materials to Town Hall.  Our archivist and curator will 
review all offers to decide which to add to the collection. 
 
Volunteer · We always need help maintaining and documenting 
the collection, social media, and planning and supporting events. 
Call Adelia at 665-3837 or email info@whatelyhistorical.org. 
 
Contribute & Become a Member · Join others who care about 
the history of our town! Receive notices about all programs,  
invitations to special activities, and “Perspective on the Past” 
emails. Donations to support our work of preservation, docu-
mentation and expansion of our museum collection are tax- 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. Individual donors of at 
least $10 become one-year members; higher annual contribu-
tions are encouraged: Supporter $40, Sponsor $75, Patron $150.  
Donors of $500 or more become five-year members. Make check 
out to: Whately Historical Society. Send it with name, address, 
phone number and email address to Whately Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 7, Whately, MA 01093. You may also pay with a credit 
card or via PayPal at www.whatelyhistorical.org. 

Courtesy Historic Northampton

Courtesy Jones Library

Whately Glen WHS.84.121



SCOOPSCOOP
    20 Year (how did THAT happen?) and going strong. Thanks to you!

Whately again receives 100% state 
match for town CPA revenues 
By Jay Markland, for community preservation 
committee 

CPA funding applications due 
December 13. 

The Community Preservation Committee is 
delighted to report that Whately was one of 
only 11 communities in Massachusetts to get 
a 100% match for our local fy22 CPA revenue 
collections.  The match amount from the 
state was $96,062.  We anticipate receiving 
about $180,000 in state and local CPA 
revenues for the current fiscal year. 

The project funding cycle for Community 
Preservation Act funding at the spring annual 
town meeting starts on December 13 at 
2:30pm, when project applications are due at 
Town Offices.   Email submissions to 
townclerk@whately.org are acceptable as 
long as the time on the email meets the 
deadline.  

Since the CPA was adopted in 2009, 
Whately has raised $2 million in CPA funds for 
town projects, 49% of this from the state 
match.  The town has approved $1.7 million 
in spending for a wide variety of CPA-funded 
projects, including funds for rehabilitation of 
Town Hall, preservation of gravestones, 
purchase of Agricultural Preservation 
Restrictions, recreation trails, rehabilitation of 
the Veterans Memorial, and expansion of the 

hockey rink. (The full project list can be found 
on the CPC page at whately.org.)  Our CPA 
funds also helped generate another $3.8 
million in state grants and private donations 
for various projects, so the total investment 
in Whately has been over $5.5 million. 

To qualify for CPA funding, projects must be 
for historic preservation, open space, 
community housing or recreation.  It is 
helpful if the project can be reviewed by the 
app r op r i a t e t own c ommi s s i on (Ag , 
Conservat ion, Histor ica l , Housing or 
Recreation) before it is submitted to the CPC.  
Application forms and a link to an explanation 
of project eligibility can also be found at the 
CPC page at whately.org. 
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Volunteer Meals on Wheels drivers are 
urgently needed in many communities!   
Stipend and mileage reimbursement 

available.  Call 413-773-5555 or 
978-544-2259, Ext. 2216 or visit 

lifepathma.org to apply.
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Whately Historical Society 
by Neal Abraham 

Members’ Monthly Meetings:  
December, January - no meeting 
February 2 and March 2, April 6 and May 4 

7 pm, Town Hall Community Room.  
Talks and Events
• Sunday, December 11, 3 pm,  Rise and 

Fall of the American Chestnut, Town Hall 
Auditorium

• Thursday, March 16, 7 pm, The Kingsley 
Brothers:  Artists in Whately Glen, Town 
Hall Auditorium

• Sunday, May 28, noon - 3 pm, Spring 
Festival, Town Hall Lawn 

Giving - WHS welcomes gifts to support our 
operations and programs.  Gifts may be made 
by mail or on-line on our website.

Service - After 15 years of dedicated service 
as Treasurer of WHS, Bill Saunders has 
decided not to run for re-election for another 
three-year term.  Join me in thanking Bill for 
his wonderful service to WHS! 

If you or someone you know might be 
interested in serving as Treasurer from April 
2023 to April 2026, please let me know.  Bill 
and I would be happy to discuss details of the 
job with you.  

News from Valley Neighbors:  
Highlights from our Fall Member’s 
survey 
By Debra Carney 

Now established in Whately, Sunderland and 
Deerfield, Valley Neighbors (VN) surveyed 
members, volunteers and board members in 
all three towns about how well our services 
work and what changes we might make to 
our programming. 

The results demonstrated how much VN 
assists our residents: 
•Almost all members who have received 

support were pleased with the promptness 
and quality of the service provided. 
•Over half of the members considered VN 

services “absolutely necessary” or “very 
important” to maintaining their independence 
at home. 
•Nearly all members intend to renew their 

membership; none reported that they would 
not renew. 
•All volunteers were positive about the 

training and preparation they received from 
VN, and none reported needing additional 
training. 
•All volunteers indicated that they would 

continue their work with VN. 
Finally, VN survey respondents offered ideas 

for additional programming, including trips to 
films, plays, and concerts; workshops on 
painting, pottery making, and writing; and 
wellness presentations and member social 
gatherings.  VN is grateful and welcomes 
input from our residents.  

Valley Neighbors provides transportation to 
local appointments, phone check-ins, friendly 
visits, household help and tech assistance to 
our members 60 years and older in our three 
member towns.  And, for the present, 
memberships in Valley Neighbors are 
free, thanks to the generous support of our 
funders: Cooley Dickinson Health Care and 
Massachusetts Community Health & Healthy 
Aging Funds, as well as donations. 

If you would like more information on our 
services, please visit: valleyneighbors.org/ 

Valley Neighbors is looking for more 
volunteer drivers – we’ll train you! 

To volunteer or join, contact us directly:  
Valley Neighbors, PO Box 281, Whately, MA 
01093 - 413 453-9057, and via email at: 
info@valleyneighbors.org 

https://valleyneighbors.org/
mailto:info@valleyneighbors.org
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From the Town Moderator 
by Nat Fortune 

From time to time, openings occur on the 
planning board and the finance committee.  If 
you are interested in stepping up to serve the 
town on one of these committees please drop 
me a line (nfortune@proton.mail) to let me 
know that you would like to be considered 
when an opportunity arises.    

We Need YOU – to help plan for Solar 
energy in our town 
By Paul Newlin, Energy Committee Chair 

Looking for a way to get involved with only 
a small time commitment?  The Whately 
Energy Committee is forming an ad hoc solar 
assessment committee, and we need 2-3 
people to join.  The committee will meet 
monthly through April, and will have very 
l i t t le work outside of meeting t ime.  
Interested?  Read on… 

The Whately energy committee is working 
with the UMass/Amherst Clean Energy 
Extension (CEE) to conduct a Community 
Solar Assessment Plan for Whately.  We want 
to assess Whately’s potential for solar-
electricity generation, using CEE’s solar 
assessment toolkit.  The Community Planning 
for Solar toolkit is designed to put rural 
residents and municipal representatives in a 

proactive planning position.  The committee 
will help identify of preferred sites within 
town with consideration of local community 
benefits, local/municipal ownership, and 
newly available financing opportunities.  The 
toolkit is available at (https://ag.umass.edu/
clean-energy/research-new-init iatives/
solarplanning).  CEE has already conducted 
plans with Blandford, Wendell, Westhampton, 
and is currently working with Conway and 
other Franklin County towns (examples 
posted at the toolkit site). 

Interested?  Please Paul Newlin at 
413-665-3741.  Expect that the monthly 
meetings will be with personnel from the CEE 
(in-person in Whately and/or via zoom).  The 
students and CEE staff will be doing most of 
the work.  The town committee members’ 
main job is to review and give feedback to 
guide the work of the CEE and make as useful 
as possible for the town and residents.  We 
expect the project to include 1) a resources 
and infrastructure assessment, 2) a 
c ommun i t y s o l a r su r vey, and 3 ) a 
presentation of the action plan at a 
community forum.   Paul “I don’t like long 
meetings” Newlin will chair the committee 
and liaise with the CEE.   

We expect that using the toolkit will help us 
use our own solar resources to benefit the 
town and residents both economically and 
environmentally.  The toolkit model the CEE 

mailto:nfortune@proton.mail
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uses use emphasizes local and municipal 
ownership since the economic benefits are 
primarily conferred on the owners.   

News from the Whately Library 
By Cyndi Steiner, Director 

Happy Holidays from all of us here at the 
Whately Public Library. Wishing you and your 
loved ones a safe and happy holiday season.

Thank you to all our patrons, Friends and 
Trustees for your continued support of the 
library over the past year. We have been 
through some changes, but we are still here. 
As well as the Whately Cultural Council for 
providing grants to fund some of our library 
programs. To Sara Cooper & Chumutka Farms 
for providing us with our festive fall and 
winter decorations, Keith Bardwell and the 
Highway Department for helping to maintain 
our grounds, Andrea Morawski for our spring 
and fall cleanups. Finally to John Hannum for 
advising us on the requirements needed 
regarding f ire monitoring during our 
construction project.

Thank you to all who came to our month-
long book sale. We raised over $500, which 
will go towards purchasing new items to help 
update our Children’s Room.

We will be closed on: Saturday December 
24 Monday December 25 Monday January 2

P l e a s e c h e c k o u r w e b s i t e 

library@whately.org or our Facebook Page for 
updates and upcoming events. We are hoping 
to bring programs back to the library in 2023. 

What’s new with the Board of Health? 
by Whately Board of Health 

You may have noticed the composting set-
up at the town’s 250th events and the 
Whately Fall Festival, where we collaborated 
with town leaders, the Historical Society, and 
Tom’s Hotdogs to take a step toward a Zero 
Waste Whately.  Composting is an essential 
component of Zero Waste, and we’re very 
excited to be working on this with the 
community. We look forward to being a 
resource of information and guidance.  

You may be wondering, “Why Zero Waste?”  
Zero Waste is an essential part of mitigating 
climate change, supporting a healthy 
environment and fostering the cradle-to-
cradle lifecycle of the products we use.  When 
food is thrown out with the trash, it ends up 
in a landfill or incinerator where it increases 
greenhouse gases. We need to redirect food 
waste back to the earth, where it contributes 
to healthy soil, fixing carbon and retaining 
water.   

Now you may be wondering, “How can I 
help?”  First, keep your food scraps out of the 
trash.  Start a composting practice at home 
or bring your food waste to the transfer 

Kristin Vevon, REALTOR,  ABR

413.210.3423
KVevon�@�gmail.com�

Chestnut Plain Road, Whately 

The Murphys Realtors

Your Local Neighborhood Realtor

mailto:library@whately.org
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station (where they accept pretty much 
anything that comes from an animal or a 
plant, including meat scraps, bones, egg 
cartons, and much more).  Composting 
buckets are available at the transfer station 
for you to bring home. 

Thank you for part ic ipat ing in this 
groundbreaking project! 

REMINDER: Whately's Public Health Nurse is 
available on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each 
month at the Whately Town Hall from 10am 
to 11:30am. Do stop by if you have questions 
about the availability of local health care 
s e r v i c e s , m e d i c a t i o n r e v i e w , 
pain management, etc. Pop in, and I’d be 
happy to help!- Michael Archbald, RN 

Transfer Station News Sept. 2022 
Annual Holiday Reminder – Recycle or 

Compost it! 
You can recycle or compost your holiday 

trash free at the Whately transfer station!  
See what to recycle below.  Town recycling 
and food waste composting are open to all 
residents, even if you have a private trash 
hauler.  Remaining rubbish can be disposed of 
in Whately town bags for just $3 per bag at 
the transfer station – a great deal all around.  

Y o u c a n r e c y c l e c a r d b o a r d a n d 
paperboard boxes; greeting cards and 
wrapping paper (except those with foil, 
metallic inks, wire, button batteries or 
glitter); catalogues, calendars, and clean, dry 
plastic bags.  Tape and paper shopping/gift 
bags are also OK with any type of handle.  We 
also take Christmas trees for chipping after 
the holidays.   

P l e a s e D O N O T r e c y c l e t h e s e 
items: ribbons, bows, and tinsel (reuse ‘em), 
holiday lights, bubble wrap, packing peanuts 
(drop at UPS store) and Styrofoam; foil gift-

wrapping; blister pack, or old glossy photos.  
Textiles and mattress Ban in Trash 
As of November 1, clothing, other textiles, 

and mattresses are no longer allowed in the 
trash in Massachusetts.  Whately residents 
have long had an option at the transfer 
station to drop clothing, shoes, etc. in the 
Salvation Army box there.  Any clothing 
(shirts, sweaters, pants) to footwear 
(sneakers, sandals, cleats) to accessories 
(bags, belts, hats) to linens (sheets, towels, 
fabric, and more) can be accepted. These 
items can be torn, stained, out of style, or 
missing a mate, but they must be CLEAN and 
DRY and in a plastic bag. 

Old mattresses, unless completely soiled or 
moldy, can now be dropped off at the 
Deerfield transfer station on Lee Rd., Tuesday, 
Thursday, & Saturday 8:30-4 p.m. There is a 
$35 fee. 

Our transfer station still offers one of the 
best and cheapest options to get rid of your 
t rash , r ecyc l ab l es , and food was te 
compostables.  Bring them to the TS!  As 
always, we say Thank You to all Whately 
residents for safely composting & recycling 
this year.  Happy Holidays from the Whately 
Solid Waste Committee! 

413.773.5555
LifePathMA.org

You want to 
remain in the 
place you 
call home. 
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Whately Postal Customer
Whately, Ma. 01093

December's here - it's time to rest 
All creatures find a cozy nest 
Or else a warm and ample cave 
For them, and all the food they've saved. 
  
Birds are quiet - not a song 
to hear from them all winter long, 

Snow is quiet coming down, 
It muffles sound throughout the town. 
  
So let's keep warm and ease our pace, 
Remember life is not a race, 
Enjoy the winter and the snow, 
Drive with care and keep it slow! 

The Whately Scoop
Cost  for printing and mailing the Scoop was provided by  

the businesses who place ads within.  Please patronize our local businesses! 

If you misplace your copy of  The Scoop, do not 
despair!   You can always find it on the resources 
page at www.whatelyhistorical.org.

The closing date for submissions to the 
December 2022 issue of the Scoop is Wednesday 
Nov, 30 2022.  (For mailing December 5 )

Please email your our literary contributions to 
jpfortune@comcast.net before that deadline.  Also 
use this email if you want to be on the reminder list 
and get an email from me about 3-4 weeks before 
the deadline, or if you would like email delivery of 
the scoop.

Business card sized ads are $100 for 1 year (4 
issues) and a mention in a box on the front page is 

$50/year. Please make checks out to: The Whately 
Scoop and mail to 152 Westbrook Rd RFD So. 
Deerfield, 01373

Like the Scoop?  Want to see it continue?  
Here’s what you can do:
1) Volunteer to write articles
2) Volunteer to help prep the scoop for mailing
3) Volunteer to help on mailing day
4) Ask your favorite local businesses to place an ad
5) Make a donation to help us cover costs

If you are interested in any of those please call 
or email Joyce at 665-6739;  
jpfortune@comcast.net.  

http://www.whatelyhistorical.org
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net

