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NEW ACQUISITIONS  
  
The LaSalle family made a gift in honor and memory 
of Ann Kennedy LaSalle (1931–2017) and James (Jim) 
Henry LaSalle, Jr. (1928–2022). The stoneware crock 
was made by Thomas Crafts & Co., which operated on 
Claverack Road in Whately, 1833–1848. Its unusual 
shape and finish complement 
the works already in the  
Historical Society collection. 
Jim and Ann volunteered 
countless hours on behalf of 
the Town, the Grange, and the 
Congregational Church while 
operating LaSalle Florists and 
raising a family. They began to 
collect Whately pots while 
Ann was co-chair of the Pottery 
Committee for Whately’s  
bicentennial in 1971.  
 

Larry Ashman 
contributed an 1890s 
butter mold, with spatula 

and press, made by Porter Blanchard’s Sons Co. of 
Nashua, NH. The white birch device has brass hooks 

and pins designed to release the patterned butter in a 
single motion. Larry’s grandfather Anthony Ashman 
(1879– 1946) emigrated from Lithuania to Whately 
with his brother Stanley (1881–1969) in 1905. Anthony 
and Caroline Ashman bought the house at 160 Long 
Plain Road in 1921. We don’t know who bought the 
Blanchard butter mold, but we’re glad that this example 
of ingenious New England craftsmanship survived for 
over 120 years until it was found in the Ashmans’ attic. 
 
Nancy Talanian opened her pottery studio in West 
Whately in 2006. She gave this  
jade green dish to the  
Historical Society.  
We welcome 
works of art, 
books, and 
music created by 
Whately residents. 

In the 1940s, Jim LaSalle took dozens of photos of farmers and 
their crops in Whately, Hatfield and Hadley. If you can identify 
these men, please email info@whatelyhistorical.org

1890s butter mold

stoneware crock



Becoming Whately: A History in Objects exhibit  
curated by Judy Markland includes objects, documents, 
timelines and photographs, as well as rotating picture 
displays about Whately history. Supported by a grant 
from the Massachusetts Cultural Council through the 
Whately Cultural Council. More than 200 visitors since 
June 2022—don’t miss it!  
Open through Saturday,  
December 17; Tuesdays  
9–noon,  Saturdays 10– 
noon on 10/1, 11/5, 12/3  
and 12/17.     
 
Whately: A Short History by Dereka Smith, 
published by WHS in 2022 for the town’s 250th 
anniversary.  Signed copies are available for $10 (visit 
the Museum or order online). We have already sold half 
of the first printing. Get yours while they last! 
 
Add your Whately Family Genealogy                 
Deadline November 1—Last call for Whately family  
genealogies (or updates to the listings in Ena Cane’s 
1971 book).  Dereka Smith has compiled over 800 
pages of improved content using original sources!   
Updates will be posted on the WHS’s website. Forms 
are at: https://whatelyhistorical.org/whately-history- 
resources/genealogies/ and will be available at the Fall 
Festival. 

Fall Festival  
at Town Hall 
Sunday, October 2, 2022  
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
 

≈ Food from Tom’s Hot Dogs  

≈ Free ice cream from Snow’s Dairy  

≈ Music by Whately’s own “Packing Shed Band”*  

≈ Chair caning — Darcy Tozier of Hayloft Studio in 
Whately will demonstrate the techniques of gathering 
and softening reeds, and weaving new seats and chair 
backs.*  

≈ Snakes of Western  
Massachusetts by  
Thomas Tyning*  

≈ Cider making demon- 
stration by Paul Wetzel  
from Smith College’s MacLeish  
Field Station, with apples donated by Quonquont Farm  

≈ “Becoming Whately: A History in Objects”  
*Sponsored by a grant from the Massachusetts Cultural Council 
through the Whately Cultural Council. 

hatchets for  
cutting tobacco  

stalks

The Whately Historical Society was founded in 1966 to pre-

serve the town’s history and to educate townspeople and 

others about Whately’s past.  The Society sponsors programs, 

research and activities about the history and culture of 

Whately and the region; maintains a museum of Whately  

documents, images and objects; and responds to inquiries 

about Whately history and genealogy. 

 

The Whately Historical Society is incorporated as a charitable 

organization in the Commonwealth of Mass. and has been 

designated as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization by the IRS. 

 

Explore www.whatelyhistorical.org to learn more about 

our collections, access resources about Whately history, 

learn about future events, and purchase Town histories,  

historic postcards and note cards, T-shirts, or sweatshirts. 

 
Officers 
Neal Abraham, President 

Adelia Bardwell, Immediate Past President 

Larry Ashman, Vice President 

Bill Saunders, Treasurer 

Gretchen Bechta, Secretary 

Dereka Smith, Archivist 

Jane Grybko, Curator 

Maida Goodwin, Webmaster

Support the Historical Society 
  
Offer Materials · We always looking for items that illustrate the 
past and complement our current holdings. Call for an appoint-
ment to bring materials to Town Hall.  Our archivist and curator 
will review all offers to decide which to add to the collection. 
 
Volunteer · We always need help maintaining and documenting 
the collection, social media, and planning and supporting events. 
Call Adelia at 665-3837 or email info@whatelyhistorical.org. 
 
Contribute & Become a Member · Join others who care about 
the history of our town! Receive notices about all programs,  
invitations to special activities, and “Perspective on the Past” 
emails. Donations to support our work of preservation, docu-
mentation and expansion of our museum collection are tax- 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. Individual donors of at 
least $10 become one-year members; higher annual contributions 
are encouraged: Supporter $40, Sponsor $75, Patron $150.  
Donors of $500 or more become five-year members. Make check 
out to: Whately Historical Society. Send it with name, address, 
phone number and email address to Whately Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 7, Whately, MA 01093. You may also pay with a credit 
card or via PayPal at www.whatelyhistorical.org. 

NEXT WHS MEETING is on 
Thursday, Sept. 15, 7 pm at the Town Hall  



SCOOPSCOOP
    20 Year (how did THAT happen?) and going strong. Thanks to you!

Energy Resilience and Education 
Grant for Whately 
by Hannah Davis, Whately Community Dev. 
Administrator 

I’m pleased to announce that the town has 
been awarded a Municipal Vulnerability 
Preparedness Action grant in the amount of 
$304,778 for a 63.20 kW rooftop solar power 
generation and storage system storage at the 
town offices, as well as environmental 
educational programming for students at the 
Whately Elementary School via the Hitchcock 
Center.  

This project was prioritized for several 
reasons, including its alignment with priorities 
in the town’s MVP planning process, the 
urgency and scale of impact should the 
current infrastructure fail, and the potential 
for increasing town resilience. With the 
completion of this two-year project, the town 
aims to increase energy resiliency, move 
towards municipal carbon neutrality by 
significantly reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, build up the agency, resilience, 
and environmental knowledge base of 
Whately’s youth, and increase quality of life 
for Whately taxpayers by reducing their tax 
burden. 

For questions or more information, please 
contact Hannah Davis, Whately Community 
Development Administrator, at 413-665-0054 
or communitydevelopment@whately.org. We 

welcome your perspective and feedback! 

Whately Historical Society 
by Donna Wiley  

Take a Tour of Your Attic! 
The Whately Historical Society is developing 

an exhibit about the history of Roaring Brook, 
from the Conway/Whately border to the Mill 
River. We are considering topics including 
geology, water supply, water power, tourism, 
artists, agriculture, and others. If you have 
memorabilia (for example, family journals, 
letters and/or photographs) or stories that 
you would be willing to share with the 
Historical Society, we would appreciate your 
help.  

We’re also looking for objects typical of 
those used during the Brook’s heyday as a 
destination (1890s to 1940s).  If you have a 
vintage camera (particularly a Brownie 2 or 
2A, but we’d also welcome an antique box 
camera), tripod, hiking boots, picnic basket, 
cloth, and cutlery, Thermos, and/or fishing 
gear, and would be willing to lend them for 
the exhibition in the spring of 2023, let us 
know! 

Send an email to info@whatelyhistorical.org 
with Roaring Brook in the subject line, or drop 
in any Tuesday morning 9-12. The WHS 
Museum is on the ground floor of Town Hall, 
194 Chestnut Plain Road. 

News from Valley Neighbors:  An 
Update on Our Services and Activities 
By Debra Carney 

Valley Neighbors had an active and 
productive summer.  VN now has 77 members 
and 42 trained volunteers, and each month 
we get new inquiries regarding memberships 
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Volunteer Meals on Wheels drivers are 
urgently needed in many communities!   
Stipend and mileage reimbursement 

available.  Call 413-773-5555 or 
978-544-2259, Ext. 2216 or visit 

lifepathma.org to apply.

https://lifepathma.org/services/services-for-elders/meals-on-wheels
https://lifepathma.org/services/services-for-elders/meals-on-wheels
https://lifepathma.org/services/services-for-elders/meals-on-wheels
https://lifepathma.org/services/services-for-elders/meals-on-wheels
mailto:communitydevelopment@whately.org
about:blank


and volunteer opportunities. 
Our members greatly appreciate the 

volunteers who provide services to them, 
praising them as “just wonderful” and “so 
accommodating.”  Recently, one member told 
us, “I’m not sure what I would have done 
without this support.” 

At the same time, our volunteers find their 
experiences rich and rewarding.  Two Whately 
volunteers shared their perspectives on 
working with VN.  Nancy Talanian noted, “I’m 
sure most of us want to stay in our homes as 
long as we can, so I’m happy to be a 
‘neighbor’ who helps make that goal a 
real i ty.  Dr iv ing people to medica l 
appointments is one way I can help, and as 
an added benefit, I meet and talk with new 
people along the way.”  Ed Berman stated, 
“Getting older, and fortunately still healthy, 
makes me realize that I won’t always be so 
lucky.  So, it would be nice to give a helping 
hand to those not so fortunate. And VN 
affords the perfect vehicle to do so.”   

Valley Neighbors provides transportation to 
local appointments, phone check-ins, friendly 
visits, household help and tech assistance to 
our members 60 years and older in Whately, 
Sunderland and Deerfield.  And, for the 
p resent , membersh ips in Va l l ey 
Neighbors are free, thanks to the generous 
support of our funders: Cooley Dickinson 
Health Care and Massachusetts Community 
Health & Healthy Aging Funds, as well as 
donations. 

If you would like more information on our 
services, please visit: valleyneighbors.org/ 

To become a member or volunteer with 
Valley Neighbors, contact us directly:  

Valley Neighbors, PO Box 281, Whately, MA 
01093 - 413 453-9057, and via email at: 
info@valleyneighbors.org 

Energy Committee Updates: Watts 
Up? 
By Paul Newlin, Energy Committee Chair 

The energy committee is involved in two 
projects related to electricity and the town.  As 
you saw in an earlier article, Whately received a 
Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) 
program Action Grant award in the amount of 
$304,611 (FY23: $232,118; FY24: $72,493) 
for solar panels and battery storage for 
backup power at the town offices, with an 

education component for the Whately 
elementary school.  The energy committee is 
working with our Community Development 
Administrator Hannah Davis and Town 
Administrator Brian Domina to make the most 
of this great opportunity.   

  
The other project we are working on is the 

transition of our municipal vehicles to electric 
vehicles. Electric versions of vehicles we 
purchase on a regular basis —  like police 
cruisers or small trucks — are coming on the 
market in increasing numbers.  Even electric 
school buses may be in our future!  Vehicles 
wear out and need to be replaced, and as we 
replace them, we urge the various town 
departments to look for an electric vehicle 
that will serve our needs.  Electric vehicles 
are often more expensive up front but have 
much lower maintenance costs, cleaner 
e m i s s i o n s ,  a n d a l o w e r c o s t o f 
‘fuel’ (electricity is cheaper than gasoline, per 
mile) so overall lifetime operational costs are 
greatly reduced.   

News from the Whately Library 
By Cyndi Steiner, Director 

Please help me welcome Julie Cavacco and 
Kimber Sprankle as our new Library 
Associates. Julie and Kim replace Ashley, who 
accepted a full time position at UMASS 
Amherst. 

Construction has been completed on the lift, 

https://valleyneig
mailto:info@valleyneighbors.org


making upstairs and downstairs accessible to 
all. Please stay tuned for information 
regarding the dedication. 

The Holiday Craft Fair returns this year. 
The Friends of the Whately Public Library will 
be sponsoring this annual tradition. The fair 
will be held at the library this year. The fair is 
scheduled for Sunday December 4 from 10-2. 
Please contact the Friends for more info.,  
friendsofthewhatelylibrary@gmail.com 

The library will be closed on: 
Monday September 5 Labor Day
Monday October 10 Columbus Day 
Upcoming Events:
Saturday September 10 11AM  - 

Children’s Author Visit and Yoga Session  - 
Meet local children's author, Sue Fuller, on the 
Carnegie Library lawn as she shares  some 
words and yoga poses from her new book, 
Big Words.   Designed for children and their 
c a r e g i v e r s b u t a l l a r e w e l c o m e . 
413-863-3214.  (We are co hosting this event 
along with Carnegie Library.)

Sunday October 2 10AM  -  Craft Fair and 
Tag Sale on the front lawn of the library. 
Sponsored by the Friends of Whately Public 
Library. Please contact the Friends for more 
info. friendofthewhatelylibrary@gmail.com

Sunday November 27 4:30PM
Annual Holiday Tree Lighting 
Join us for this annual tradition. There will 

be live music and refreshments.   Sponsored 
by the Friends of the Whately Public Library 

with support from a grant from the Whately 
Cultural Council.

Sunday December 4, 10AM-2PM
Holiday Craft Fair - at the Library this year!

What’s new with the Board of Health? 
by Whately Board of Health 

Whately Nurse Health Clinics 
Our public health nurse will hold health 

clinics for Whately residents in Town Hall 
starting in September.  They are open to all 
residents on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each 
month from 10am to 11:30 a.m.  No 
appointment necessary!  Services offered 
include:  
• COVID19 symptom management including 

"Long COVID” and free covid tests 
• Management of chronic/acute health 

conditions  
• Medication management and side effects 

review 
• Blood pressure checks  
• Local resources for home health care 

services  
• Disposal of sharps such as syringe 

needles.  
Stop by if you have any questions or 

contact our public health nurse Michael 
A r c h b a l d , R N : 4 1 3 - 5 2 2 - 7 1 1 2 o r 
phn@burgy.org and I’ll be "HAPPY TO HELP!” 

mailto:phn@burgy.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Free Whately home covid tests 
The Board of Health has made available a 

limited number of free at home Covid-19 
Rapid Antigen Tests for town residents.  The 
tests may be picked up at the Town Offices at 
4 Sandy Lane  Monday-Thursday 8am-4pm or 
at the Library during their business hours.  If 
you test positive with these tests, please call 
our public health nurse so that we can track 
the spread of Covid 19.  Instructions and 
telephone are on the test boxes.  

Covid and monkey pox information 
We know COVID 19 is a very different kind 

of virus, made so infectious because it is 
spread through respiratory droplets.  That is 
why one can catch COVID 19 in public 
settings such as indoor concerts and bars.  
COVID 19 cases are still widespread, with just 
under 100,000 new cases every day, probably 
an underestimate, and it kills about 400 in 
the United States every day, primarily those 
who have not been vaccinated.  We continue 
to strongly urge vaccinations, and boosters as 
they become available. 

On August 4, the government declared 
Monkeypox a national emergency, which 
allows funds for vaccine rollout and treatment 
research.  The outbreak, which started in 
May, has affected over 17,400 Americans so 
far.  It is spread primarily through direct 
contact and exposure to the blisters which 
are the hallmark of the disease, and has been 
seen primarily in men who have sex with 

men.  Symptoms include flu like symptoms, 
swollen glands, and skin lesions which can be 
itchy or painful and look like chickenpox.  The 
infection is rarely fatal but is very painful.  

News from the Whately Church 
By Cynthia Harrington  

It has been a beautiful summer worshipping 
at the West Whately chapel where it is always 
a joy to be amidst God’s natural landscape. 
While we are always sorry to see summer 
end, we nonetheless enjoy our church in town 
where we return for worship at 10 am on 
September 4th. The next day, Labor Day, we 
hope that you made reservations to join us at 
our end of summer barbeque—always a big 
hit.  

 In June, we lost our wonderful minister of 
music, Amanda Heussman who graduated 
with her Maters Degree from UMass and took 
a teaching job in New Bedford.  Once again 
we are searching for an organist. If you 
know anyone who is interested, please have 
them contact Irene Morrissey at (413) 
665-2481, or Adelia Bardwell at (413) 
665-3837. 

We hope to have a Welcoming Sunday 
sometime in September. The date is yet to be 
determined. You can keep up with our 
activities on our Facebook page. We worship 
every Sunday at 10 am and invite all to join 
us. Whoever you are and wherever you are 
on your faith journey, our doors are open to 
you.  

Transfer Station News Sept. 2022 
Here below are several important dates for 

recycling events this fall.     
September Hazardous Waste Collection 

is September 24 at Greenfield Community 
College Main Campus.  This is a once-a-year 
opportunity for residents to safely dispose of 
hazardous items like leftover oil-based paints, 



stains, thinners, household cleaners, 
pesticides, pool chemicals, motor oil, 
antifreeze, and other toxic household 
chemicals.   

To participate, residents and businesses 
must pre-register by September 16th.  For 
o n l i n e r e g i s t r a t i o n f o r m s , c l i c k : 
www.franklincountywastedistrict.org/
hazwasteday.html.  Paper registration 
forms are available at participating transfer 
stations, while supplies last.  

October Bulky Waste Collection is 
tentatively set for October 22, 9-noon at 
the Whately transfer station.  Residents can 
get rid of bulky items, including old rugs, 
furniture, mowers, metals, TV’s, computers, 
sinks and toilets, BBQ tanks, tires and more. 
C h e c k h e r e f o r u p d a t e s : 
franklincountywastedistrict.org.  

Town Clerk News 
by Amy Schrader,  Town Clerk 

This is a very busy year for elections. We 
just finished Early Vote by Mail and Early 
Voting in Person for the September Primary.  
For the November 8th State Election, you will 
be offered the same opportunities to vote.  
The last day to register to vote to be eligible 
to vote in the November 8th election is 
October 22nd.  The Town Clerk’s Office will be 
open that day from 9:00am-11:00am and 
3:00pm– 5:00p.m.  If you are already 
registered there is no need to register again. 

Early Voting by Mail - The Secretary of 
the Commonwealth’s Office will be sending 
out another round of Vote Early by mail 
applications for the November 8th election in 
mid-September.  If you had already sent in an 
application and indicated that you wanted a 
ballot for the November election or all 
elections this year, you will not receive 
another application.  Early vote ballots will 

start to be sent out to all voters who have 
applied as soon as I receive them which 
should be the end of September or the 
beginning of October.  All applications for the 
November 8th election must be in the Town 
Clerk’s office by 5 p.m. on November 1st.  
Once your ballot has been mailed by my 
o f f i c e y o u c a n v i s i t 
www.trackmyballotma.com to check its 
status.  Make sure you use Whately and 
01093 to track your ballot.   

Early Voting in Person – Early voting in 
person will be held at the Town Offices, 4 
Sandy Lane from October 22nd – November 
3.  Hours will be: 

Sat. 10/22: 9–11a & 3-5p  
Mon. 10/24: 8a-7p 
Tue.-Thu. 10/25, 10/26, 10/27: 8a-3p 
Sat. 10/29: 9–11a & 3-5p 
Mon. 10/31: 8a-7p 
Tue.-Thu. 11/1, 11/2, 11/3: 8a-3p 
Voting In Person on Election Day – Polls 

will be open at the Whately Town Hall, 194 
Chestnut Plain Road from 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.  on 
November 8th, 2022.  Voting will take place in 
the auditorium upstairs.  If you should need 
the lift (elevator) to reach the auditorium 
enter through the side entrance behind the 
Post Office.  Once upstairs, proceed to the 
other end of the auditorium to check in.   

Kristin Vevon, REALTOR,  ABR

413.210.3423
KVevon�@�gmail.com�

Chestnut Plain Road, Whately 

The Murphys Realtors

Your Local Neighborhood Realtor

413.773.5555
LifePathMA.org

You want to 
remain in the 
place you 
call home. 

http://www.trackmyballotma.com


 

 

Whately Postal Customer
Whately, Ma. 01093

As summer winds its way to fall, 
Lazy days will cease their call. 
Swimming holes will be too chill 
And birds will try to eat their fill 
To ready for their southern flight 
As day turns early into night 
  
Schools will open up their doors 
And kids will run along their floors 

To meet their friends and see what’s new 
And show off all the ways they grew 
While teachers work with all their might 
To see that children get it right 
  
Seasons change, and so do we 
And that’s the way it has to be 
So welcome both the old and new 
And keep your eye on what is true 

The Whately Scoop
Cost  for printing and mailing the Scoop was provided by  

The Whately Historical Society - and the businesses who place ads within.  Please patronize our 
local businesses! 

If you misplace your copy of  The Scoop, do not 
despair!   You can always find it on the resources 
page at www.whatelyhistorical.org.

The closing date for submissions to the 
December 2022 issue of the Scoop is Wednesday 
Nov, 30 2022.  (For mailing December 5 )

Please email your our literary contributions to 
jpfortune@comcast.net before that deadline.  Also 
use this email if you want to be on the reminder list 
and get an email from me about 3-4 weeks before 
the deadline, or if you would like email delivery of 
the scoop.

Business card sized ads are $100 for 1 year (4 
issues) and a mention in a box on the front page is 
$50/year. Please make checks out to: The Whately 

Scoop and mail to 152 Westbrook Rd RFD So. 
Deerfield, 01373

Like the Scoop?  Want to see it continue?  
Here’s what you can do:
1) Volunteer to write articles
2) Volunteer to help prep the scoop for mailing
3) Volunteer to help on mailing day
4) Ask your favorite local businesses to place an ad
5) Make a donation to help us cover costs

If you are interested in any of those please call 
or email Joyce at 665-6739;  
jpfortune@comcast.net.  

http://www.whatelyhistorical.org
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net
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