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Did you know that Whately was once home to one
of the largest potato chip factories in New England?
Chick-A-Dee Potato Chips was founded in 1965 by
Louis Kandz, a successful potato grower in East
Whately.  The factory was housed in a converted to-
bacco shop on Straits Road (now Long Plain Road).
Kandz came up with a recipe for wafer-thin chips and
invented the machinery to produce them.
     Mark Niedbala of Hatfield bought the business in
the late 1960s. In December 1969, The Greenfield
Recorder reported that Chick-A-Dee Potato Chips was
processing six tons of potatoes a day and had 25 em-
ployees. According to Ena Cane’s history of Whately, by
1972 Chick-A-Dee was one of the two or three largest
potato chip firms in New England. It lasted until 1973.
If you know more about the company’s history, please
share with us at info@whatelyhistorical.org.

WHS EVENTS
Pottery exhibit · Open Tuesdays 
9 a.m.–noon and Saturdays 11 a.m.–
1 p.m. through December 11, 2021.  
Thanks again to those who lent items 
from their private collections to comple-
ment the WHS permanent collection.

Ice Harvesting and the Natural Ice Industry in
New England talk by Dennis Picard. Thursday, March
17, 6:30 pm at Hatfield Congregational Church. Co-
sponsored by Hatfield Historical Society 
and WHS. 

The October 2021 Fall Festival was a great success!
Thanks to the Massachusetts Cultural Council and the
Whately Cultural Council for support of the music and
the pottery-making demonstration. Thanks also to Mill
River Farm, Snow’s Ice Cream, and Tom’s Foot-Long
Hot Dog and Grille.

This cheerful,
cardboard 
container 
was designed
by Chick-A-
Dee Potato
Chip Co. in
1969. It held 18
oz. and sold for
99 cents. It was 
hoped that
consumers
would find
other uses for
the decorative
can after the
chips were
eaten. WHS 
has three in its
collection.

1890s ice saw

Visitors enjoy the
pottery exhibit at
the WHS museum.
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The Whately Historical Society was founded in 1966 to pre-
serve the town’s history and to educate townspeople and
others about Whately’s past.  The Society sponsors programs,
research and activities about the history and culture of
Whately and the region; maintains a museum of Whately 
documents, images and objects; and responds to inquiries
about Whately history and genealogy.

The Whately Historical Society is incorporated as a charitable
organization in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and
has been designated as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization by
the IRS.

Explore www.whatelyhistorical.org to learn more about our
collections, access resources about Whately history, learn
about future events, and purchase Town histories, historic
postcards and note cards, T-shirts, or sweatshirts.

Officers
Neal Abraham, President
Adelia Bardwell, Immediate Past President
Betty Orloski, Vice President
Bill Saunders, Treasurer
Gretchen Bechta, Secretary
Dereka Smith, Archivist
Jane Grybko, Curator
Judy Markland, Webmaster

Support the Historical Society

Offer Materials · Don’t throw away those old farm implements
and tools, photographs, diaries, letters, wedding invitations, or
outfits. The Historical Society is always looking for items that 
illustrate the past and complement our current holdings. Call for
an appointment to bring materials to Town Hall.  Our archivist
and curator will review all offers to decide which to add to the
collection.

Volunteer · We always need help maintaining and documenting
the collection, social media, and planning and supporting events.
Call Adelia at 665-3837 or email info@whatelyhistorical.org.

Become a Member · Join others who care about the history of
our town! Receive notices about all programs, invitations to 
special activities, and monthly “Perspective on the Past” emails.
Membership categories: Individual $10, Family $15, Supporter
$40, Patron $75. Dues support the preservation and expansion
of the museum collection and are tax-deductible to the extent 
allowed by law. Make check out to the Whately Historical Society.
Send it with your name, address, phone number and email ad-
dress to Whately Historical Society,  P.O. Box 7, Whately, MA
01093. You may also pay with a credit card or via PayPal at
www.whatelyhistorical.org 

Recent gifts accepted by WHS

⁄ From Roger “Dan” Kennedy—photos of 
his family farm on the east side of Chestnut
Plain Road in Whately, including a shot
of a barn (above) built in 1950. 

⁄ From Brent Young—a hay hook
marked “RUP CO / WHATELY MA”
which likely came from the Rup Farm at the 
intersection of Christian Lane and State
Road (Rtes. 5&10).  

⁄ From Bruce Cleare—a wooden sled
found in his barn.

     

Request WHS Services at info@whatelyhistorical.org

⁄ Genealogy assistance
⁄ House histories
⁄ Family connections to Whately
⁄ Deed research

Hay hook
donated 

to WHS by
Brent Young In November, Archivist Dereka Smith and Gary Sanderson 

of Greenfield , MA, led Mark (L) and Paul Sanderson (R) of 
South Euclid, OH, on a tour of family history sites 

in Whately. 
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SCOOPSCOOP
Our 19th Year and going strong. Thanks to you!

Opt-in to Whately’s Community 
Choice Electricity Plan to save 30% 
on electricity!  
By Paul Newlin & Nat Fortune, Whately 
Energy Committee 

If you aren’t already in the town of 
W h a t e l y ’ s C o m m u n i t y C h o i c e 
Electricity Plan, opt-in now to save 
more than 30% on what you pay for 
electricity (starting January 2022)!  
Eversource is everyone’s electric utility — 
they are the company that delivers the 
electricity you pay for, the company that 
maintains and repairs the power lines for 
the town, and the company that sends you 
your monthly bill — but where you get the 
electricity supplied to Eversource for your 
use and what you pay for it  is up to you.   

For residents already enrolled in the 
town’s Community Choice” plan, the 
electricity you pay for every month on 
your Eversource utility bill will continue to 
cost 9.433 cents/kWh for the standard 
plan (and will remain at that price 
through Jan 2024). You can check that 
you are on the town’s electricity plan by 
verifying that ‘Dynegy’ is listed as your 
electricity supplier on your most recent 
Eversource utility bill.   

If, however, you initially chose to opt-
out of the town’s plan, you may still be on 
Eversource’s Basic Service plan.  If so, 
the cost for electricity you purchase 
through that basic service plan is about to 

increase from 9.468 cents/kWh to 13.7 
cents/kWh starting this January, and will 
remain at that rate through June.  Yikes!  

The good news is there are no penalties 
nor fees to switch between Eversource’s  

Basic Service plan and 
the town of Whately’s 
C o m m u n i t y C h o i c e 
Electricity plan and you 
can do so at any time. 
Eversource will continue 
to be your local utility, 
take care of your service 
needs, and send you 
your monthly bill.   
To j o i n W h a t e l y ’ s 

Program, visit colonialpowergroup.com/
whately and click the OPT-IN button, then 
fill out and submit the Opt-In Form.  There 
you can choose between different program 
rates, get answers to  frequently asked 
questions,  and find out what to do if you 
currently get electricity from a different 
source.  Alternatively, you can call Dynegy 
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Call For Whately Artists,  
Crafters, and Makers!  

We are looking for people who are 
interested in helping plan, participate 
and/or sponsor an Art Exhibit as part of 
the Whately 250th Celebration in 2021.  

Contact Lisa Korpiewski  
 lisakorp@comcast.net.

Eversource’s Basic 
Service plan is 

about to increase 
from 9.468 cents/

kWh to 13.7 cents/
kWh starting this 
January, and will 

remain at that rate 
through June.  

Yikes!

mailto:lisakorp@comcast.net
http://www.colonialpowergroup.com/whately/
http://www.colonialpowergroup.com/whately/
mailto:lisakorp@comcast.net


at (866) 220-5696 and ask to join the 
Town of Whately’s Program.  

For both of the above options, you should 
have your Eversource utility bill handy in 
order to provide some required information.  
Enrollments can only be processed on meter 
reads so it may take one or two billing cycles 
before taking effect.  If you are currently 
contracted with a different third-party 
“competitive supplier,” you should confirm 
with them that you will not incur any early 
termination fees or penalties for leaving 
their supply. 

Note: The Whately-Dynegy plan power 
is 100% from renewable, but not 
necessarily local, sources.  Dynegy offers 
two optional plans with more locally 
generated green power.  One option has 
an additional 25% Mass Class 1 RECs 
(renewable energy credits) and costs 
$0.10292/kWh.  The other, and greenest, 
option consists of 100% Mass Class 1 
RECs and costs $0.13134/kWh.  What’s 
more, none of the town’s plans supply 
electricity generated from the burning of 
biomass.  All Dynegy options and prices 
are fixed through January 2024. 

 The r enewab l e pe r cen t age o f 
Eversource’s power varies every six 

months (along with the price), but  must 
be a minimum of 51% as per Mass DPU 
requirement for 2022.  

Important Disclaimer: Basic Service 
rates change twice a year or more, 
depending on rate class.  As a result, the 
town’s aggregation rate may not always 
be lower than the Basic Service rate.  The 
goal of the aggregation is to deliver 
savings over the life of the program 
against Eversource’s Basic Service.  
However, such savings and future savings 
cannot be guaranteed. If you ever decide 
you want to switch back to Eversource 
Basic service, there are no fees nor 
penalties to do so!  

Whately Library news 
By Cynthia R. Steiner, Library Director 

Farewell Rebecca! 
By the time that you read this Library 

Associate Rebecca Schmidt will be gone. 
Rebecca has left Whately to become a 
Reference and Instructional Services 
L ibrar ian at Spr ingf ie ld Technical 
Community College in Springfield. Thank 
you, Rebecca, for your dedication and 
support to our Library and patrons. We 



wish you well on your next endeavor. You 
will be missed. 

At the Annual Town Meeting last year 
voters approved the spending on $75,000 
of Community Preservation Funds to help 
install a lift in the library to make both 
floors accessible to all patrons. I am 
happy to inform you that there were 
several competitive bids and we will soon 
be awarding the contract. 

Starting Wednesday December 1, 2021, 
we will be returning to Winter Hours. 
Monday 10-5, Tuesday & Wednesday 
11-6, & Saturday 10-3 

Thank you to all of patrons for your 
continued support throughout the year. 
Happy Holidays from all of us here at 
Whately Public Library. 

Please be sure to check our website and 
FaceBook page for most up to date 
information regarding updates and 
programs. 

News from the Whately Church 
By Cynthia Harrington 

I am pleased to say that the Whately 
church is still thriving despite the 
lingering pandemic. We continue to enjoy 

worshipping in person or if one prefers, 
via zoom. We ask that those attending in-
person services wear masks, hand-
sanitize and sit in the socially distanced 
pews we have indicated by bows at the 
end of the rows. It has worked very well 
and we have had between 20-25 people 
in church on Sundays plus those who 
continue to participate via zoom.  

Once again, we feel the need to curtail 
some of our usual Christmas traditions.  
This should be the year for our Living 
Nativity (held every other year) but we 
have decided to postpone it with the hope 
that next year will bring us the end to the 
pandemic and the opportunity to 
congregate more freely.  For the same 
reason, we will not be having our 
Christmas eve supper this year, but hope 
to resume it in 2022. We will be 
worshipping together in a Candlelight 
service, which will be at 4:00 pm instead 
of the usual 7:30. On December 26th, 
please join us at 10:00 am for our usual 
worship service dedicated to Christmas 
carols and their histories.  

A wonderful way to welcome the New 
Year with the hope that it will be a year 



filled with promise is to join us on January 
2nd for worship at 10:00 am. In fact, you 
are welcome every Sunday morning 
either at the church or via zoom. The link 
to zoom is posted on our Facebook page 
or can a lso be obta ined through 
c o n t a c t i n g J u d y M a r k l a n d a t 
jmarkland@lmstrategies.com. 

We wish you all a blessed holiday and a 
year to come of peace, kindness and 
prosperity.  

CPA funding applications due Dec. 7. 
By Judy Markland, Community Preservation 
Committee 

Whately again receives 100% state 
match for town CPA revenues. 

The project funding cycle for Community 
Preservation Act funding at the spring 
annual town meeting starts on December 
7 at noon, when project applications are 
due at Town Offices.   Email submissions 
to townclerk@whately.org are acceptable 
as long as the time on the email meets 
the deadline.  

Whately received almost $90,000 in the 
latest CPA state match distributions, a 
100% match for our local fy21 CPA 
revenue collections, and we anticipate 
receiving about $180,000 in CPA revenue 
for the current fiscal year. 

Since the CPA was adopted in 2009, 
Whately has raised $1.8 million in CPA 
funds for town projects, 99% of this from 
the state.  The town has approved $1.6 
million in spending for a wide variety of 
CPA-funded projects, including funds for 

rehabilitation of Town Hall, preservation 
of gravestones, purchase of Agricultural 
Preservation Restrictions, recreation 
trails, rehabilitation of the Veterans 
Memorial, and expansion of the hockey 
rink. (The full project list can be found on 
the CPC page at whately.org.)  Our CPA 
funds also made possible another $3.7 
million in state grants and private 
donations for various projects. 

To qualify for CPA funding, projects must 
be for historic preservation, open space, 
community housing or recreation.  It is 
helpful if the project can be reviewed by 
the appropriate town commission (Ag, 
Conservation, Historical, Housing or 
Recreation) before it is submitted to the 
CPC.  Application forms and a link to an 
explanation of project eligibility can also 
be found at the CPC page at whately.org. 

Transfer Station News 
by Fran Fortino    

Annual Holiday Reminder – Recycle 
or Compost it! 

You can recycle or compost most of your 
holiday trash free at the Whately transfer 
station!  See what to recycle below.  Town 
recycling and food waste composting are 
open to all residents, even if you have a 
private trash hauler.  Remaining rubbish 
can be disposed of 
in Whately town 
bags for just $3 per 
bag at the transfer 
station – a great 
deal all around.  

You can recycle 
cardboard and paperboard boxes; 
greeting cards and wrapping paper 
(except those with foil, metallic inks, wire, 
button batteries or glitter); catalogues, 
calendars, and clean, dry plastic bags.  
Tape and paper shopping/gift bags are 
also OK with any type of handle.  We also 
take Christmas trees for chipping after 
the holidays.   

Whately Transfer 
station is closed 

on Christmas and 
New Years, 12/25 

and 1/1/22 

mailto:jmarkland@lmstrategies.com
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P lease DO NOT r e cyc l e t hese 
items: ribbons, bows, and tinsel (reuse 
‘em), holiday lights, bubble wrap, packing 
peanuts (drop at UPS store) and 
Styrofoam; foil gift-wrapping; blister 
pack, or old glossy photos.  

Whately Transfer station is closed on 
Christmas and New Years, 12/25 and 
1/1/22 

Compost and Recycle New Year’s 
Resolutions for 2021! Our transfer 
station still offers one of the best and 
cheapest options to get rid of your trash, 
recyclables and food waste compostables.  
Bring them to the TS! 

Covid-19 safety continues:  While at 
the transfer station, please be aware 
covid safety precautions are still in effect 
there: one household in the swap shed at 
a time, unvaccinated users must wear a 
mask and keep 6’ apart.  Like last year, 
we say Thank You to all Whately 
residents for safely composting & 
recycling this year.  Happy Holidays from 
the Whately Solid Waste Committee! 

Board of Health - Covid Update 
by Becky Jones & board members 

 By now you have heard about the new 
COVID variant first detected in South 
Africa and now showing up in small 
numbers in other countries as well.  It is 
known as B.1.1.529 and seems to share 

the Delta variant’s penchant for rapid 
spread.  Scientists are now charged with 
determining how well our vaccines work 
against the strain, and so masks, social 
distancing and hand washing continue to 
b e y o u r b e s t l i n e s o f d e f e n s e .  
Vaccinations and the booster shot are 
critical against the Delta variant so we 
urge you to get all your vaccines.  
Children 5-11 are getting their doses now.  
Stay tuned as we at the Board of Health 
work with the school nurses to get a 
vaccine bus into town to provide vaccines 
to those seeking them.   

During the holidays you can help protect 
yourself and your loved ones by getting 
vaccinated, and by frequent testing.  We 
understand though that tests are 
expensive and hard to come by.   

Keep up the good work everyone, stay 
safe and healthy. 

Fran Fortino, Becky Jones, Mike Archbald 
and Health Agent Mark Bushee Phone: 
(413) 268-8404 boardofhealth@whately.org  
foothills@burgy.org  

413.773.5555
LifePathMA.org

You want to 
remain in the 
place you 
call home. 
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Whately Postal Customer
Whately, Ma. 01093

December's here - all critters rest 
They seek, like us, a cozy nest 
Or else a warm and ample cave 
For them, and all the food they've saved. 
  
Birds are quiet - not a song 
to hear from them all winter long, 

Snow is quiet coming down, 
It muffles sound throughout the town. 
  
So let's keep warm and wear our masks 
Be thoughtful as we do our tasks. 
Enjoy the winter and the snow, 
Drive with care and keep it slow! 

The Whately Scoop
Cost  for printing and mailing this edition of the Scoop was provided by  

the small businesses who ran ads in this issue  -  
Thank you very much!  

We encourage all readers to thank these awesome businesses by patronizing them! 

If you misplace your copy of  The Scoop, do 
not despair!   You can always find it on the 
resources page at www.whatelyhistorical.org.

The closing date for submissions to the 
March  2022 issue of the Scoop is Wednesday 
Fwebruary 23, 2022.

Please email your our literary contributions 
to jpfortune@comcast.net before that deadline.  
Also use this email if you want to be on the 
reminder list and get an email from me about 
3-4 weeks before the deadline, or if you would 
like email delivery of the scoop.

Business card sized ads are $100 for 1 year 
(4 issues) and a mention in a box on the front 

page is $50/year. Please make checks out to: 
The Whately Scoop and mail to 152 Westbrook 
Rd RFD So. Deerfield, 01373

Like the Scoop?  Want to see it continue?  
Here’s what you can do:
1) Volunteer to write articles
2) Volunteer to help prep the scoop for mailing
3) Volunteer to help on mailing day
4) Ask your favorite local businesses to place an ad
5) Make a donation to help us cover costs

If you are interested in any of those please 
call or email Joyce at 665-6739;  
jpfortune@comcast.net.  

http://www.whatelyhistorical.org
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