
Whately Historical Society

Spring Festival
Sunday, May 26   noon - 2pm

Town Hall

On sale:  Pottery tote bag, Taddy Mouse
book & CD, plants, & historical items. 

Baked goodies, hot dogs, 
hamburgers, beverages & FREE ice cream

Dazzle Day Face PaintersSarah the Fiddler

Open House at the Museum



 
Eversource 

Discount Rate Application 
 

Significant savings are available to eligible electric customers. 

 

 

□Yes, I would like to apply for Eversource's residential discount rate. I authorize the agency(s) providing my 

benefits to release information to Eversource for enrollment and annual re-certification for the discount rate 

and to notify Eversource if my benefits are discontinued. I also understand that I am required to notify 

Eversource if my benefits are discontinued. 

 
Eversource Account Number:  Social Security Number: 

□□□□□□□□□□□ □□□-□□-□□□□ 
 

Name: ------------------------- Telephone: --- --- -- 
(Last) (First) (Middle initial) 

 

Address:    

 

 
City: ---------------------- Zip: -------- 

 

Eligibility criteria for the discount rate: 

• You are a residential customer (primary residence only). 

• Your Eversource bill is in your name. 

• You are income-eligible for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), also known as Fuel 

Assistance. 

• Your household income does not exceed 60 percent of the estimated state median income. 

• You are currently receiving benefits under a means-tested program (check all that apply below) 
 

I currently  receive one or more benefits  from the following programs: 
 

□Fuel Assistance* 

□ MassHealth* 

□ Public/Subsidized Housing* 

□ Head Start* 

□SNAP (Food Stamps)* 

□School Breakfast/Lunch Program* 

 

□ Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

□Emergency Assistance for the Elderly, Disabled, & Children (EAEDC)* 

□Transitional Aid to Families with Dependent Children (TAFDC)* 

□Veterans' Service Benefits (Chapter 115)* 

□Veterans DIC Surviving Parent or Spouse* 

□Veterans  Non-Service Disability Pension* 

 
*Please  provide proof of benefits  (ex. a copy of the certifying agency's  acceptance letter). 

 
I certify that all of the information provided on this application is true.  I receive benefits from the program(s) indicated and 

the Eversource residential account above is in my name and I am income-eligible. 

 
Signature: -------------------------------- - 

 

Please mail this application and copies of your eligibility documentation to:         Eversource Customer Service Center 
      1985 Blue Hills Avenue Ext. 
      Windsor CT  06095-1504 
      FAX:  800-265-6708 

 

If you have any additional questions, please call our Customer Service Department Monday through Friday,  

8:00a.m. - 6:00p.m. at 800-286-2000.  Or visit us at www.Eversource.com. 

 

FAX TO:  800-265-6708 

 
This information is important. Please have it translated. 

http://www.wmeco.com/
Joyce Palmer-Fortune
See Article in this issue from Whately’s Energy Committee about this discount!�



SCOOPSCOOP
Our 16th Year and going strong. Thanks to you! 

Whately Roadside Clean-up
by Montserrat Archbald

Keep Whately beautiful! Join us for a 
morning of trash pick-up on Saturday, June 
29. Meet at the old town hall at 9 am. Bring 
bags to re-use if you have them (feed/seed/
pellet bags work well), gloves if you wish, and 
your own water bottle. Dress for getting dirty. 
We’ll have extra trash bags and a truck for 
the final haul. Questions? Call or text Becky 
Jones (413-387-7746) or Montserrat Archbald 
(413-559-9998).   

Valley Neighbors (formerly Whately 
Neighbors)  by Fran Fortino 

Our efforts are moving ahead to establish a 
new community organization to help seniors 
stay in their homes as they age with a little 
neighborly assist from local volunteers.   

The newly renamed Valley Neighbors 
(formerly Whately Neighbors) will soon have 
non-profit status and hopes to start offering 
services in the coming year.  We welcome and 
encourage interested town residents to join 
as charter members.  Members may be of 
any age, but support services will be provided 
to those 60 and older.   

More than one third of Whately residents 
are over 60 and our resident survey so far 
shows that the biggest issue for older folks is 

transportation.  We hope to offer rides to 
medical and other appointments, to social 
events, meetings, as well as grocery 
shopping.   

Members may also receive help with minor 
household tasks, basic technical problems 
and small chores as needed and requested in 
advance.  Valley Neighbors (VN) would like to 
provide friendly visits, phone checks and 
companionship as well.   

Charter membership is $50 per family for 
the initial year.  Initial year begins once VN 
starts offering services.  Charter membership 
fees and additional donations help in funding 
our start-up costs, vetting volunteers, etc. 

We believe that connecting people in need 
to those who wish to help benefits us all. 

To become a charter member or for more 
information, please contact: Fran Fortino at 
ffortino79@gmail.com or Nancy Maynard at 
nancyomaynard@gmail.com. 

Spring at the Historical Society 
By Judy Markland & Adelia Bardwell 

Our annual Spring Festival, is an important 
part of Whately’s Memorial Day celebrations.  
The festival will once again be at Town Hall on 
Sunday May 26, following the parade.  This 
year it features face painting with Dazzle 
Days and music by Sarah the Fiddler, along 
with the usual hot dogs and hamburgers, 
baked goodies, and free ice cream.  The 
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Donations from Pro Pel Plastech, Long Plain 
Road help cover the cost of The Scoop… 

Please see the ads from our many local business  
sponsors who make this newsletter possible.  

Thank you all!  

Summer Dates : 
Memorial Day Festival May 26 

Town Elections June 11 10a-7p (4 Sandy lane) 
Roadside Cleanup June 29 9am Town hall 

mailto:nancyomaynard@gmail.com


museum will be open so that you can see the 
progress we’ve made getting settled since our 
move last September, and there will be 
historical items and plants for sale as well. 

Help would be much appreciated.  We’ll be 
setting up tents starting at 8:30 on Saturday, 
the 25th and chairs and tables starting at 8 
am on Sunday morning.  Cleanup volunteers 
are sought starting at 1:45pm, and bakers 
are needed for finger food (cookies, brownies 
and similar goodies) for sale too.  We’re 
counting on your support to help make this a 
wonderful occasion. 

Volunteers are also sought for short 
intervals between noon & 2pm to scoop ice 
cream.  Contact Betty Orloski 665-2560 to 
sign up. 

Exciting new links on our website. 
Have you visited whatelyhistorical.org lately?  

Not only has it been redesigned, but you’ll find 
some wonderful new information about 
Whately’s past.  Calla Jones undertook a study 
of changes in the land around her house as 
her senior high school project, finding 
evidence for changes in use over time as well 
as talking to long-time residents about their 
memories of the past and comparing them to 
hers.  You can find  a link to her final report 
(Memories of the Land, Observation, Inquiry, 
Historical Narrative and Personal Experience) 
featuring maps showing changes in farming 
patterns over time and the physical evidence 
that helped her draw them, on the website. 

(Click on the Whately History Resources tab 
and then on Books and Publications.)   

As part of her project, Calla interviewed 
Virginia Allis, Adelia Bardwell, Fay Bardwell, Kit 
Fleuriel and Sylvia Nye about their early 
Whately memories and created a fascinating 
interactive memory map with audio clips from 
those memories linked to the sites described.  
You can find the link on the Whately Memories 
page of the web site.  And you’ll love the 
stories told there.   

The Whately Historical Society is settling into 
its new location in the Town Hall.  It is a 
pleasure to be at home in such a beautiful 
museum.  We find the need for more space 
and therefore, we are trying to be creative, 
seeking storage for our tables, benches, grills, 
and artifacts which are precious and need a 
secure home.  If anyone has an idea, please 
contact us.  You might come up with a solution 
we have not thought of.  Call Adelia 665-3837 
with your ideas.   

Could there be Tai Chi/Qi Gong Class 
in Whately? by Marianne Simon 

I’m interested in having a class once a week 
at the Town Hall, taught by one of many 
teachers in Northampton. If you would be 
in te res ted , wou ld you ema i l me a t 
mpsimon70@comcast.net? We would need 
enough people who are interested, in order to 
plan further. Thanks. 

C&A Repair and Equipment
A Locally Owned Full Service Dealer

m.J Husqvama

https://whatelyhistorical.org/
https://whatelyhistorical.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Memories-of-the-Land.pdf
https://whatelyhistorical.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Memories-of-the-Land.pdf
https://whatelyhistorical.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Memories-of-the-Land.pdf
https://whately.netlify.com/
mailto:mpsimon70@comcast.net


The Energy Committee asks:  Are you 
eligible for a discount on your electric 
bill?   by Nat Fortune 

The Whately Energy Committee wants to let  
Whately residents on fixed incomes know that 
they may be eligible for a discount rate on 
electricity. If the electricity bill for your 
primary residence is in your name and you  
currently receive benefits from any of the  
following means-tested programs —the Low-
Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP),  Mass Health, Public/Subsidized 
Housing, Head Start, SNAP (food stamps), 
S c h o o l B r e a k f a s t / L u n c h P r o g r a m , 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), 
Emergency Assistance for the Elderly, 
Disabled, and Children (EAECDC), Transitional 
Aid to Families with Dependent Children, 
Veteran’s Service Benefits, are a Veterans 
DIC Surviving Parent or Spouse,  or receive a 
Veterans Non-Service Disability Pension —and 
the electricity bill for your primary residence 
is in your name, then you should apply.   This 
is not a scam — this is a service electric 
utilities are legally required to offer to eligible 
customers! If you have additional questions 
about this program or your income eligibility,  
please call the Eversource Customer Service 
Department Monday through Friday between 
8 am and 6 pm at 1-800-286-2000. They’ll be 
happy to help you. A copy of the application 
form  is attached to this issue of the Scoop.

Whately Public Library 
by Cynthia Steiner (director) 

We have a new Library Associate!  Please 
help me welcome Emma Zyskowski. Emma 
has been working here at the Library as a 
substitute since December. She is a graduate 
of Hampshire College and lives in Pelham. If 
you haven’t met her already stop in and say 
“HI”. Remember you are always welcome at 

the Library. 
Did you know - The library has many free 

passes to local museums and parks!  The 
library has museum passes for Historic 
Deerfield, Clark Art Institute, Springfield 
Museums, Mass MOCA, Eric Carle Museum of 
Picture Book Art, Smith College Museum of 
Art, and a Park Pass for all Massachusetts 
DCR parks and recreation facilities. These 
passes are available at the library with a valid 
CWMARS library card, thanks to the generous 
support of the Friends of Whately Library. 

Summer Reading Program - This year’s 
theme is “A Universe of Stories “will be 
explored by reading. There will be prizes for 
reading and attending library programs. This 
year’s program will be for children.  

SUMMER EVENTS AT THE LIBRARY: 
Chinese brush painting with zhaung-hu: 

Come and learn the ancient art of Chinese 
Brush Painting.  Sat 6/8 10:30-12:30 limited 
to 12 participants registration required  

Sponsored by a grant from the Whately 
Cultural Council and the Friends of the Library 

Summer Reading Kickoff:  Starlab from the 
Springfield Planetarium at the Whately Town 
Hall Fri. 6/14, 5-7pm Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library 

LIBRARY OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES   
• Shelburne Falls Military Band: Wed 7/10, 7pm. 
• Old Country Road: Tues. 8/13, 6:30pm. 
• Sugarloaf String Band: Wed 8/21 6:30pm. 
• TJ and the Peepers: Tues. 8/27, 5:30pm. 

Transfer Station - Keep recycling, 
Keep composting! 
by Fran Fortino 

The cost to haul trash away is going up, 
again.  Whately residents can manage this 
cost best, and protect our increasingly 
burdened environment, by recycling more 



and c ompos t i n g mo r e f o od wa s t e .  
Fortunately, - and maybe not forever - all of 
us in Whately can do both for free at the 
Whately transfer station!   

The Whately Solid Waste Committee which 
is weighing future costs asks residents to 
keep all recyclable and compostable items out 
of the garbage bags.  It will save you, and 
the town money, as well as keep the 
environment cleaner.  If you have any 
questions about what is compostable or 
recyclable, please ask our transfer station 
attendants.   

Blue Bins and Compost Pails - We have a 
new supply of blue recycling bins and food 
waste pails free for Whately residents who 
want to recycle and compost to save money.  
You can ask the Whately transfer station 
attendants if you want one.  

Town Administrator Update: Progress 
on Water Projects 
by Brian Domina, Town admin.  

The Whately Water Department will be 
completing one significant project over the 
next several months and then embarking on 
an equal ly important project short ly 
thereafter. The Whately Water Department 
and its contractor Dankris Builders Corp. have 
been working diligently to install a greensand 
filtration system at the pumphouse located off 
Chestnut Plain Road. Once the filtration 
system is operational the level of manganese 

in the drinking water will be significantly 
reduced as required by the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection. This 
project should be completed before the end 
of summer.  

Shortly after the filtration project is 
completed the Whately Water Department will 
then focus its effort on connecting the 
Department’s water supply system to the 
water supply system currently operated by 
the Whately Water District. Residents at the 
Town Meeting on April 30, 2019 voted 
overwhelmingly in favor of the Town 
borrowing the necessary funds to complete 
the connection project with the loan to be 
paid back by the Water Department 
Enterprise Fund. The scope of work for the 
project includes the construction of a 
pumping station off Chestnut Plain Road (to 
the north of the Center Cemetery) between 
the two water supply systems, necessitated 
by the difference in elevation between the 
two water supply systems. The Water 
Department is currently working with an 
engineer from the Berkshire Design Group to 
finalize plans for the pumping station and to 
apply for the necessary state and local 
permits. After the two water supply systems 
are connected the plan is for the Whately 
Water District to dissolve and for all of its 
customers to be serviced by the Whately 
Water Department as part of a single water 
supply system.  



News from Town Clerk/Treasurer/
Collector  By Lynn Sibley 

Dog Licenses - Just a reminder that all dogs 
need to be licensed by June 3rd  or a $50 late 
fee will apply.  You will need to provide a valid 
rabies certificate in order to license.  Dog 
licenses are $10 for a spayed or neutered dog 
and $15 for an unaltered dog.  Dogs can be 
licensed by mail by sending the correct 
payment along with a valid rabies certificate 
and a stamped self-addressed envelope to 
Town Clerk, 4 Sandy Lane, So. Deerfield, MA  
01373. Dogs that have current rabies 
certification on file with the Town Clerk can be 
licensed online by going to www.whately.org 
and go to Pay Bills and then Whately Town 
Clerk.  You can follow directions from there.   
You can use your bank account to pay with a .
25¢ fee or a credit card with a fee of $2.50.   
You may also license in person at the Town 
Clerk’s Office, Whately Town Offices, 4 Sandy 
Lane during regular business hours.  Please 
call 665-4400 x3 for questions. 

Elections - The Annual Town Elections will 
be held on Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at the 
Whately Town Offices, 4 Sandy Lane from 10 
a.m. – 7 p.m.  The 
election ballot will 
include the votes for 
E l e c t e d T o w n 
Officials.  Absentee 
B a l l o t s w i l l b e 
available starting 
May 22nd for those 
who will be out of 
town, phys ica l ly 
unable to make it to 
the Town Offices, or 
have religious reasons for not being able to 
vote that date.  Applications for absentee 
ballots must be received before Noon on 
Monday, June 10, 2019.  However, keep in 
mind that you must allow for the return of the 
ballot to the Town Clerk before the close of 
polls on Election Day.  You can also vote 
absentee up until Noon on Monday June 12th 
in the Town Clerk’s Office during regular 
business hours.   A copy of the warrant for 
this election will be posted at the Town 
Offices, Post Office, Library and the Town of 
Whately website Town Clerk’s page at 
www.whately.org  by June 3, 2019.   

Town Clerk/Treasurer/Collector Office 
Hours: Lynn Sibley will be away June 12-19, 

2019 due to Town Clerk and Treasurer/
Collector conferences.  Assistant Janet Scully 
will be in the office during those days but her 
hours may be shorter so please call ahead to 
413-665-4400 to check that she will be there.   

The Town Clerk/Treasurer/Collector’s regular 
office hours are Monday 8:15 a.m. – 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 8:15 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. and Friday from 9 a.m. – Noon.  If 
you require other hours please contact 
665-4400 Option 3 to make arrangements.  

Late Tax Payments – This is just a reminder 
that all tax payments need to be in my office 
by the due date.  It is becoming far more 
commonplace that people are mailing their tax 
payments the day before or on the due date 
and therefore, they arrive several days past the 
due date.  The mail takes at least 3 days to 
reach me so mailing the day before the tax is 
due does not work.  I will be posting payments 
on the date received so interest will start 
accruing.  I have been waiving small amounts 
of interest in the past but will not continue to 
do so.  Last payment real estate taxes and any 
other tax received late will also have a demand 
fee of $15.00 applied along with the added 
interest.    If you find that you think that your 
payment might arrive late, you can stop by the 
office or pay online.  If you pay online, I accept 
the transaction date as the date received.  You 
can pay online for as little as 25¢ using your 
checking account.  Paying by credit card will be 
substantially more with the smallest fee being 
$2.50.  Just go to www.whately.org and click on 
Pay bills.  Then you will want to click on  Town 
of Whately for paying tax bills and then from 
there the instructions are clear.   

Motor Vehicle Excise - As of April 15, 2019, 
Motor Vehicle excise has been added to the 
online payment options.  As long as your bill is 
not past due you will be able to use this online 
function.  If you try to pay a past due bill your 
payment will be reversed and not processed.  
Go to www.whately.org and Click on Pay Bills 
and chose Town of Whately and then follow 
directions from there.   You will be able to use 
your bank account to pay your bill with a .25¢ 
fee or use a credit card with a fee to be 
determined by the amount of the excise bill.     

Water bills were mailed out May 2nd and are 
due on June 1st.  If you didn’t receive a bill and 
think that you should have, please contact the 
Treasurer/Collector’s office at 413-665-4400 
x2.  

http://www.whately.org
http://www.whately.org
http://www.whately.org


 

!  

Whately Postal Customer
Whately, Ma. 01093

Weather warms from day to day 
And now it really looks like May 
With green adorning most the trees 
The nights, though cold, avoid a freeze. 
  
April was as it should be 
Helping flower, herb and tree. 
With lots of rain and warming days 
Showing off its springlike ways 
  

While working outside in the sun 
Makes gardening a lot of fun 
And soon we'll gobble summer fruits 
And even don our bathing suits 
  
So even though the wind does blow, 
Summer's coming, that we know 
With thunderstorms and lots of heat 
And yummy things for us to eat. 

The Whately Scoop
Cost  for printing and mailing this edition of the Scoop was provided by  

the small businesses who ran ads in this issue  -  
Thank you very much!  

I encourage all readers to thank these awesome businesses by patronizing them! 

If you misplace your copy of  The Scoop, do not 
despair!   You can always find it on the resources 
page at www.whatelyhistorical.org. 

The closing date for submissions to the May 
2019 issue of the Scoop is Wednesday Sept.  4 

Please email your literary contributions to 
jpfortune@comcast.net before that deadline.  Also 
use this email if you want to be on the reminder list 
and get an email from me about 3-4 weeks before 
the deadline, or if you would like email delivery of 
the scoop. 

Business card sized ads are $100 for 1 year (4 
issues) and a mention in the box on the front page is 

$50/year. Please make checks out to: The Whately 
Scoop. and mail to 152 Westbrook Rd RFD So. 
Deerfield, 01373 

Like the Scoop?  Want to see it continue?  Here’s 
what you can do: 
1) Volunteer to write articles 
2) Volunteer to help prep the scoop for mailing 
3) Volunteer to help on mailing day 
4) Ask your favorite local businesses to place an ad 
5) Make a donation to help us cover costs 

If you are interested in any of those please call or 
email Joyce at 665-6739;  jpfortune@comcast.net.  

http://www.whatelyhistorical.org
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net

	spring festival 2019
	Eversource West Discount-Rate Application
	May scoop 2019

