




the i r  own boundaries and into adjacent towns. Among those most 

seriously affected are Wilbraham, Agawarn, West Springfield, Chicopee 

and South Hadley. 

A second level of  suburban expansion has had a more widespread 

impact on the s tudy  un i t .  This less dense suburban growth has 

occurred largely as in f i l l  along the commercial corr idors leading i n  

and ou t  of  the  major urban centers. Examples can be seen along 

Route 33 in  Chicopee, Route 20 in West Spr ingf ie ld and Westfield, and 

Route 202 in  South Hadley and Granby. Perhaps the greatest source 

o f  th is  suburban in f i l l  was the relocation of  much of  the  s tudy un i t ' s  

urban population fol lowing the end of World War I I .  A number of  

factors contr ibuted t o  th i s .  Among them were the personal freedom 

and mobil i ty prov ided b y  the automobile, the new and upgraded 

system of state and Federal highways which made the automobile so 

versatile, Federal subsidized home mortgages (FHA and VA)  which 

made home purchase possible f o r  a broad section of the population, 

the  general prosper i ty  o f  the 1950s and 1960s, and the cu l tura l  values 

tha t  placed an emphasis on spacious suburban l iv ing.  The resu l t ing 

pat tern  of settlement was one characterized b y  dispersed and largely 

unplanned growth i n  areas that  previously had been agr icu l tura l  land. 

Suburban growth has occurred along the secondary cor r idors  as 

well as the  pr imary  ones, and often at  some distance f rom the  large 

urban centers. Examples can be found along Route 116 in  Sunder- 

land, Route 20 i n  Palmer and Route 9 in  Amherst and Belchertown. 

This level of suburban development has been largely of small, single- 

family houses which occur both as in f i l l  along commercial s t r ips  and 

as t rac t  developments adjacent t o  the major highways. Within the last 

ten years, however, construct ion has also included apartment and 

condominium complexes. Medium density suburban expansion remains 

active in  the Connecticut River Valley, especially in Hampshire 

County.  I f  unplanned, th is  expansion threatens histor ic  landscapes 

by drast ical ly  a l ter ing i ts  tradit ional scale and densi ty.  The  problem 

is most evident at  intersections along the secondary cor r idors  where 



small commuter - re la ted  apar tment /condomin ium complexes and  commer- 

c ial  s u p p o r t  se rv ices  ( food  a n d  d r u g  s tores,  fas t - food  res tauran ts ,  

movie t hea t res )  can b e  cheap ly  a n d  p r o f i t a b l y  b u i l t .  T h i s  combined 

suburban-commerc ia l  expansion, a n d  i t s  impact  on  t h e  h i s to r i c  l and -  

scape, is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  Amhers t  area, especial ly a long  

Routes 9 a n d  116. 

T h e  th i rd leve l  o f  s u b u r b a n  expansion has been a r e l a t i v e l y  

r ecen t  phenomenon, one w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1960s a n d  

1970s, a n d  wh i ch  s t i l l  con t inues  across much o f  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  I t  i s  

a widespread,  low d e n s i t y  development  charac te r i zed  b y  s ing le - fami ly  

houses o n  l a r g e  l o t s .  T h i s  low d e n s i t y  expansion has o c c u r r e d  o n  

t w o  leve ls .  T h e  f i r s t  is  w h e r e  midd le  a n d  w o r k i n g  class famil ies h a v e  

p u r c h a s e d  lo ts  a n d  b u i l t  houses. T h i s  t y p e  o f  subu rban  i n f i l l  i s  

u b i q u i t o u s  a n d  con t inues  t o  occu r  i n  most o f  t h e  towns w i t h i n  t h e  

s t u d y  u n i t .  T h e  second leve l  o f  t h i s  low d e n s i t y  suburban iza t ion  i s  

re la ted  t o  t h e  gen t r i f i ca t i on  o f  t h e  r u r a l  landscape.  With t h e  renewed 

i n t e r e s t  i n  r u r a l  l i v i ng ,  many  u p p e r  m idd le  class a n d  p ro fess iona l  

fami l ies have  moved i n t o  t h e  hi l l  t owns  o n  b o t h  sides o f  t h e  Va l ley ,  

f r e q u e n t l y  p u r c h a s i n g  farmsteads o r  o t h e r  h i s t o r i c  bu i l d i ngs .  E x t e n -  

s i ve  r e b u i l d i n g  o r  t h e  cons t ruc t i on  o f  new s t r u c t u r e s  o f t en  accompany 

renovat ions,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  subt le ,  b u t  f r e q u e n t l y  s ign i f i can t ,  changes 

i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  landscape. Towns  w h e r e  t h i s  r u r a l  r ev i va l  is  e v i d e n t  

i n c l u d e  Pelham, Granby ,  Hampden a n d  Southampton.  T h e  e f fec ts  o f  

t h i s  movement a r e  also v i s i b l e  i n  many  o f  t h e  more remote towns  s u c h  

as Granv i l l e ,  Cummington a n d  Leyden.  

U r b a n  Decay 

Wi th  t h e  con t inua t ion  o f  t h e  E a r l y  Modern  pe r i od  t r e n d s  o f  p o p u -  

la t ion  re locat ion a n d  economic s tagnat ion,  t h e  post -Wor ld  War I I  e r a  

has been d i f f i c u l t  f o r  many o f  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t ' s  c i t ies .  Hardes t  h i t  

have  been Holyoke, wh i ch  i s  s t i l l  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  f i n d  a more  ba lanced 

economic base t o  rep lace t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  p a p e r  i n d u s t r y ,  a n d  S p r i n g -  

f ie ld ,  wh i ch  has l os t  much o f  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  d i ve rse  i n d u s t r y .  I n  

b o t h  ci t ies,  decay  a n d  abandonment h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  large-sca le 



loss o f  t he  h is to r ic  f ab r i c .  Vandal ism and  arson have been chron ic  

problems, w i t h  demolition o f  large, vacant  f ac to ry  bu i ld ings  f r e -  

q u e n t l y  considered t h e  bes t  so lut ion.  I n  Spr ingf ie ld,  cons t ruc t ion  of 

1-91 resul ted i n  addit ional demolit ion, as wel l  as separat ion o f  t h e  c i t y  

f rom i t s  r i v e r  f rontage.  Both c i t ies have made s ign i f i can t  e f fo r t s  

ove r  t h e  last  ten  years t o  use t h e i r  remain ing h is to r ic  bu i ld ings  as a 

resource f o r  reinvestment i n  t h e  community.  Augmented by t h e  new 

tax  incent ives, th is  p reserva t ion  awareness has done much t o  counter  

t h e  problems o f  u rban  decay. 

Many o f  t h e  o the r  c i t ies w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  s u f f e r  f rom simi lar 

problems, a l though none a re  o f  t h e  magn i tude o f  those fac ing  Holyoke 

and Spr ing f ie ld .  I n  Northampton, Westf ield and Chicopee, and i n  

some o f  t h e  large towns l i k e  Greenf ie ld,  Orange, Easthampton and 

Ware, th rea ts  t o  h is to r ic  s t r u c t u r e s  and potent ia l  h is to r ic  d i s t r i c t s  a re  

p r imar i l y  those of insensi t ive change and t reatment .  Examples inc lude 

t h e  removal o f  bu i l d ing  features,  decapitat ion o f  o lder  bu i ld ings  by 

removal of upper  stories, inappropr ia te  res id ing  and new construct ion 

w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no concern f o r  compat ib i l i ty  w i t h  t h e  ex i s t i ng  scale o r  

se t t i ng .  I n  some cases, communities have developed act ive preser -  

vat ion programs t o  deal w i t h  these th rea ts ;  i n  o ther  cases, p reserva-  

t i on  e f fo r t s  a re  f a r  less organized.  

One addit ional p reserva t ion  problem which  many o f  t h e  u r b a n  

areas i n  t h e  Connect icut R ive r  Va l ley  share is a rap id l y  chang ing  

e thn ic  balance i n  t h e i r  populat ions.  New e thn ic  g roups  f r e q u e n t l y  

a re  t h e  ones who l i ve  i n  run-down,  h i s to r i c  neighborhoods. As new- 

comers, t h e y  are usual ly  unconcerned about  o r  occasionally even 

antagonist ic toward the  community 's pas t  and e f fo r ts  t o  p reserve  it. 

Work ing w i th  these groups and coming u p  w i t h  preservat ion plans f o r  

t h e  neighborhoods i n  wh ich  t h e y  l i ve  is one o f  t h e  major challenges 

f o r  h is to r ic  preservat ion i n  t h e  Connect icu t  R i v e r  Val ley.  



T h e  Decl ine o f  A a r i c u l t u r e  and  Ru ra l  Abandonment  

A g r i c u l t u r e  has t r ad i t i ona l l y  been an impo r tan t  economic a c t i v i t y  

w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  un i t ,  b o t h  i n  up land  i n  low land  areas.  While occa- 

s iona l l y  d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  archaeological  sites, con t i nued  a g r i c u l t u r a l  use  

o f  t h e  l and  has gene ra l l y  func t ioned  as a p rese rva t i on  mechanism, 

p e r p e t u a t i n g  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  h i s t o r i c  land  use a n d  p r o v i d i n g  an  app ro -  

p r i a t e  scale a n d  s e t t i n g  f o r  many o f  t h e  rema in ing  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  

s t r u c t u r e s .  T h i s  c o n t i n u i t y  can b e  seen i n  many  o f  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t ' s  

towns .  

S ince 1940, however,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  

has decreased dramat ica l ly ,  especial ly i n  Va l l ey  lowlands.  B o t h  

m a r k e t  c r o p s  a n d  tobacco have  been a f fec ted .  T h e  causes o f  t h i s  

dec l ine  a r e  complex a n d  inc lude  chang ing  marke ts ,  s h a r p l y  i nc reas ing  

costs  a n d  t h e  emergence o f  agr ibus iness .  T h e  r e s u l t  is t h a t  l a r g e  

areas o f  l and  w h i c h  have  t r ad i t i ona l l y  been open have  become avai l -  

ab le  f o r  res iden t ia l  a n d  commercial development.  Towns  i n  wh i ch  t h e  

f u t u r e  use  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  is an issue inc lude :  Agawam, South -  

w ick ,  Westf ie ld,  Nor thampton ,  Amherst ,  Hadley, Sunder land,  Whate ly  

a n d  Dee r f i e l d .  

T h e  p a t t e r n  i n  u p l a n d  towns  where  d a i r y i n g  predominates o v e r  

cash c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n  is  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t .  Whi le t h e  prob lems wh i ch  

have  a f f ec ted  low land  a g r i c u l t u r e  have  also had  an  i n f l uence  on  

u p l a n d  f a rm ing ,  t h e  resu l t s  have n o t  been as d r a s t i c .  I n  p a r t ,  t h i s  

i s  because developmenta l  p ressures  have  been much weaker .  Pros-  

pe rous  f a rms  con t i nue  t o  charac te r i ze  many o f  t h e  h i l l  t owns .  T h i s  

con t i nua t i on  o f  success fu l  farming,  p l us  t h e  g r a d u a l  i n f l u x  o f  new 

fami l ies as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  r u r a l  rev iva l ,  have  been impo r tan t  f ac to r s  

i n  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c  charac te r  i n  towns  l i k e  Br imf ie ld ,  Be lcher -  

town, Warwick,  Be rna rds ton ,  Conway and  Wor th i ng ton .  Desp i te  t h e  

s t a b i l i t y  o f  severa l  o f  t h e  h i l l  towns, o t h e r s  con t i nue  t o  show t h e  

e f f ec t s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  decl ine. I n  por t ions  o f  B land fo rd ,  Buck land ,  

Wendell a n d  Orange,  it is  abandonment r a t h e r  t h a n  i nsens i t i ve  deve l -  

opment  w h i c h  t h rea tens  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  h i s to r i c  s t r u c t u r e s .  



Sand a n d  G r a v e l  Removal 

M a n y  t owns  i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  R i v e r  Va l ley  have  commercial ly 

a t t r a c t i v e  depos i ts  o f  sand  and  g rave l .  Considerable q u a r r y i n g  o f  

these deposi ts ,  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  cons t ruc t i on  purposes,  has t a k e n  p lace 

o v e r  t h e  las t  f o r t y  yea rs .  Un fo r t una te l y ,  archaeological  s i tes a r e  

o f t en  located o n  sand o r  g rave l  r i dges  a n d  a r e  des t royed  by excava-  

t i on .  A t  p resen t ,  t h e  removal o f  sand and  g rave l ,  as wel l  as loam, i s  

r egu la ted  o n l y  a t  t h e  t o w n  leve l .  Archaeological  impacts a r e  r a r e l y  

cons idered.  

Ove r - res to ra t i on  and  Commercial izat ion of  H i s to r i c  Si tes 

Fo r tuna te l y ,  ove r - res to ra t i on  a n d  commercial ization a r e  n o t  y e t  

ser ious prob lems i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  R i v e r  Va l ley .  Wi th  i nc reas ing  

a f f luence  a n d  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s t o r i c  p roper t ies ,  however ,  t h e  t endency  

t o  o v e r - r e s t o r e  b u i l d i n g s  is l i k e l y  t o  g r o w ,  espec ia l ly  i n  wea l th ie r  

communit ies.  

Power Lines, Telecommunicat ion a n d  Power Generat ion Fac i l i t ies  

T h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h igh- tens ion  e lect r ica l  t ransmiss ions s ince 

t h e  1950s has i n t r o d u c e d  a new element i n t o  t h e  landscapes o f  t h e  

Connec t i cu t  R i v e r  Va l l ey .  I n  c u t t i n g  swathes across t h e  reg ion,  

power  l ines n o t  o n l y  t h r e a t e n  archaeological  sites, b u t  also d ras t i ca l l y  

a l t e r  t h e  scale a n d  s e t t i n g  o f  t h e  ex i s t i ng  landscape. While p r o t e c t i v e  

regu la t ions  p r o v i d e  f o r  some con t ro l  w i t h i n  power  l i ne  r i g h t s  o f  way, 

t h e  ove ra l l  v i s u a l  e f f ec t  o n  h i s to r i c  se t t ings  has been more d i f f i c u l t  t o  

con t ro l .  Wi th in  t h e  l a s t  t w o  decades, gas p i p e  l ines a n d  telecommu- 

n icat ion re l ay  t owe rs  have  added t o  t h e  p rob lem by h a v i n g  t h e  same 

ove rpower i ng  impact  on  t h e  landscape as power  l ines do.  

Summary 

Major  changes have  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  t h r e e  count ies o f  t h e  Con-  

nec t i cu t  R i v e r  V a l  ley  s ince  1940. Hampden Coun ty  has unde rgone  



ano the r  s u r g e  o f  g r o w t h .  T h i s  i s  most  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  s u b u r b a n  

expansion a r o u n d  t h e  l a r g e  u r b a n  cores.  Wi th  i t s  d i v e r s e  economic 

base a n d  c e n t r a l  locat ion o n  major  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  routes,  Hampden 

C o u n t y  con t inues  t o  b e  one  o f  t h e  more r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

state.  Hampsh i re  C o u n t y  also has developed dramat ica l ly ,  espec ia l ly  

a round  Amhers t .  Equa l l y  s ign i f i can t ,  t h o u g h  less v is ib le ,  has been 

t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  many o f  t h e  r u r a l  hill towns  as popu la t ion  has s h i f t e d  

away f r o m  t h e  l a rge  u r b a n  cen te rs .  O f  t h e  t h r e e  count ies,  F r a n k l i n  

C o u n t y  has g r o w n  a t  t h e  slowest ra te .  One  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  has been 

t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  much more  o f  i t s  h i s t o r i c  landscape. Preserva t ion  

p l a n n i n g  is needed, however ,  s ince  t h e r e  is  development  p r e s s u r e  

p r i m a r i l y  a r o u n d  Green f ie ld  a n d  i n  those  t owns  ad jacen t  t o  Amhers t  

a n d  Nor thampton .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  e f fec ts  o f  these  processes a r e  d i v e r s e  a n d  d i f f e r  

w i t h i n  u r b a n ,  s u b u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l  se t t ings ,  t h e  n e t ' r e s u l t  has t ended  

t o  b e  t h e  same: wha t  gene ra l l y  have  s u r v i v e d  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l  b u i l d -  

ings,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  s i tes a n d  f ragments  o f  landscape; w h a t  gene ra l l y  

has been los t  i s  h is to r i ca l  c o n t e x t - - t h e  sense o f  scale and  s e t t i n g  

wh i ch  is  d i s t i n c t i v e  a n d  cha rac te r i s t i c  f o r  a n y  g i v e n  p e r i o d .  

Genera l  Recommendations 

A concern  f o r  t h i s  loss o f  h i s t o r i ca l  c o n t e x t  unde r l i es  t h e  t w o  

genera l  recommendations made i n  t h i s  sect ion.  

Recommendation 1 

T h e  MHC shou ld  d i r e c t  i t s  ac t i v i t i es  t o w a r d  t h e  p rese rva t i on  a n d  

p ro tec t i on  o f  h i s t o r i ca l  c o n t e x t  on  t h e  genera l  as wel l  as t h e  spec i f ic  

leve l .  T h i s  means an emphasis o n  landscapes a n d  s t reetscapes 

( c l us te r s  o f  r e l a ted  bu i l d i ngs ,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  landscape fea tu res ,  a n d  

archaeological  s i tes ) .  P ro tec t i ng  h is to r i ca l  resources o n  t h i s  level  

shou ld  b e  an MHC p r i o r i t y .  



As no ted  above, h is to r i ca l  con tex t  i s  t h e  combinat ion o f  scale, 

p ropo r t i on  a n d  spat ia l  a r rangement  t h a t  re f lec ts  a n d  is  pa r t i cu l a r  t o  

each h i s to r i c  per iod .  On  a spec i f ic  level, t h i s  i s  wha t  makes an 

i nd i v i dua l  b u i l d i n g  o r  s t r u c t u r e  p a r t  o f  a recognizable h is to r i ca l  

se t t ing .  How is a b u i l d i n g  o r i en ted  i n  respec t  t o  ne ighbo r i ng  b u i l d -  

ings? How close should t h e y  be? How tal l? These  a r e  o n l y  a few o f  

t h e  cons iderat ions wh i ch  a r e  p a r t  o f  unde rs tand ing  t h e  h is to r i ca l  

con tex t  o f  a spec i f ic  b u i l d i n g  o r  s i te .  

On  a more genera l  level, h is to r i ca l  con tex t  is  t h e  combinat ion o f  

pas t  landscapes a n d  s t reetscapes wh i ch  t e l l  how a n d  w h y  a c i t y  o r  

town developed. I t  is  b o t h  t h e  obv ious  h is to r i ca l  s u r v i v a l s - - t h e  

bu i ld ings ,  cemeteries a n d  monuments- -as wel l  as t h e  less recognizable 

ones- - the  archaeological s i tes a n d  sub t l e  landscape fea tu res .  Chap te r  

I l l  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  has d iscussed h is to r i ca l  con tex t  i n  some detai l ,  

l ook ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  pa t t e rns  o f  sett lement and  land  

use wh i ch  t y p i f i e d  each h is to r i ca l  pe r i od .  

While t h e  h is to r i ca l  t r ad i t i ons  wh i ch  charac te r i ze  a c i t y  o r  t own  

may b e  deep ly  ingra ined,  t h e  phys i ca l  remnants upon wh i ch  t h a t  

he r i t age  res ts  a r e  o f t en  ex t reme ly  f r a g i l e  a n d  vu lnerab le .  T h e  ele- 

ments t h a t  make u p  a p e r i o d  landscape o r  s t reetscape can b e  eas i ly  

a l te red  o r  upse t .  Fo r  example, cons t ruc t i on  o f  an i napp rop r i a te  

b u i l d i n g  can change o r  d e s t r o y  h is to r i ca l  con tex t  as severe ly  as does 

t h e  demol i t ion o f  an impor tan t  c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  P u t  s imply,  we  

need t o  b e  concerned w i t h  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  p r e s e r v i n g  h is to r i ca l  con- 

t e x t  o n  t h e  genera l  (communi ty)  level  as wel l  as t h e  spec i f ic  ( i nd i -  

v i dua l  b u i l d i n g  o r  s i te)  leve l .  

I t  is  impor tan t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t o  s ta te  c l ea r l y  t h a t  these  recom- 

mendat ions a r e  n o t  ant i -development .  On  t h e  con t ra r y ,  t h e  h i s to r i c  

landscape is  a composite o f  a l l  those  developmental  phases wh i ch  have  

o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  past .  T h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  t h e  h i s to r i c  landscape is  

bo th  f r a g i l e  a n d  i r rep laceable.  Once t h e  h i s t o r i c  charac te r  is  lost, 

whe the r  t h r o u g h  new cons t ruc t ion ,  demolit ion, relandscaping, o r  

o t h e r  ac t i v i t y ,  it is  ex t reme ly  d i f f i cu l t ,  if n o t  impossible, t o  replace. 



Communit ies may, o f  course, choose t o  a l t e r  themselves dramat ica l ly  

a n d  o f t en  f o r  sound reasons. O u r  pu rpose  is  t o  u r g e  caut ion i n  

do ing  so a n d  t o  adv ise  communit ies n o t  t o  b e  h a s t y  i n  d i s r e g a r d i n g  

what  may b e  one o f  t h e i r  bes t  r esou rces - - t he i r  own pas t .  

Recommendation 2 

Since t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  s u r v i v a l  f o r  h is to r i ca l  resources d i f f e r  

between co re  a n d  pe r i phe ra l  areas, d i f f e r e n t  s t anda rds  o f  eva luat ion 

a r e  needed f o r  each. T h e  MHC shou ld  examine t h i s  issue a n d  de f i ne  

these  s tandards,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  w h a t  cons t i tu tes  i n t e g r i t y  a n d  

s ign i f icance.  

J u s t  as c i t ies  a n d  towns  v a r y ,  so does t h e  h is to r i ca l  con tex t  

wh i ch  character izes them. What s u r v i v e s  i n  a s u b u r b a n  community is  

l i ke l y  t o  b e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  wha t  s u r v i v e s  i n  e i t he r  a r u r a l  t own  o r  a 

c i t y .  On  t h e  one hand, t h i s  is  because a d i f f e r e n t  mix  o f  bu i ld ings ,  

s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  landscape fea tu res  ex i s t s  i n  each area; o n  t h e  o ther ,  

it is because t h e  th rea ts ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  surv iva ls ,  a r e  also dif- 

f e r e n t  i n  each. 

Despi te  t h i s  va r i e t y ,  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  genera l  p a t t e r n s  o f  s u r v i v a l .  

T h e  f i r s t  is  whe re  a " t ime capsule" landscape o r  s t reetscape f r o m  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  has been p rese rved .  Examples m i g h t  i nc l ude  an 

Ea r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  pe r i od  i n d u s t r i a l  complex whe re  t h e  mi l l  bu i ld ings ,  

re la ted eng ineer ing  fea tu res  a n d  wo rke rs '  hous ing  al l  remain in tact ,  

o r  a Colonial pe r i od  r u r a l  landscape whe re  a farmstead, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

main b u i l d i n g s  a n d  ou tbu i l d i ngs ,  as wel l  as f ie lds  a n d  fences, has 

s u r v i v e d .  

T h e  second genera l  p a t t e r n  o f  s u r v i v a l  is one wh i ch  shows t h e  

process o f  change t h r o u g h  severa l  t ime per iods .  A n  example o f  t h i s  

p a t t e r n  wou ld  b e  a t own  cen te r  w i t h  a Greek  Reviva l  church ,  an 

l ta l iana te  t own  hall ,  a t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  commercial b l ock  b u i l t  i n  1879 

a n d  a 1920s Moderne depar tment  store,  a l l  se t  a r o u n d  a Federal  

pe r i od  common a n d  o n  t o p  o f  a p r e h i s t o r i c  v i l l age  s i te .  Such  a 



st reetscape is  a three-d imensional  h i s t o r y ,  one wh i ch  shows how t h a t  

p a r t i c u l a r  t own  cen te r  g r e w  a n d  changed o v e r  t ime. 

These  t w o  p a t t e r n s  o f  s u r v i v a l  a r e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e res t  because 

t h e y  fit wel l  w i t h  an observa t ion  made by t h e  s u r v e y  team: namely, 

t h a t  t h e  pa t t e rns  o f  s u r v i v a l  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  co re  areas, i n  p e r i -  

phera l  areas, a n d  a long c o r r i d o r s .  

T h e  fo l low ing  t r a i t s  charac te r i ze  h is to r i ca l  resources i n  core  

areas: 

1. As  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  cont inuous g row th ,  development a n d  

r e b u i l d i n g  wh ich  typify co re  areas, h is to r i ca l  resources t e n d  n o t  

t o  s u r v i v e  wel l .  

2 .  Those wh ich  d o  s u r v i v e  a r e  o f t en  f r agmen ta ry  o r  a l te red .  

3. Genera l ly  those  resources wh i ch  d o  s u r v i v e  a r e  recognized 

a n d  understood.  

4. T h e  i nd i v i dua l  b u i l d i n g s  o r  s i tes wh i ch  s u r v i v e  a r e  o f t en  o f  

s ta te  o r  nat ional  s ign i f icance.  

5. T h e  l a r g e r  scale s u r v i v a l s  a r e  usua l l y  streetscapes wh i ch  a r e  

dynamic;  t h a t  is, t h e y  a r e  a composite f rom many h is to r i ca l  

per iods .  

I n  cont rast ,  t h e  fo l low ing  t r a i t s  charac te r i ze  h is to r i ca l  resources 

i n  pe r i phe ra l  areas: 

1. Because t h e r e  is  less a c t i v i t y  i n  pe r i phe ra l  areas, h is to r i ca l  

resources t e n d  t o  s u r v i v e  f a i r l y  wel l .  

2.  A l t hough  de te r io ra t ion  a n d  abandonment may b e  present,  

h is to r i ca l  resources i n  pe r i phe ra l  areas a r e  usua l l y  less a l te red  

t h a n  resources i n  core  areas. 



3. Those  resources wh i ch  s u r v i v e  a re  f r e q u e n t l y  n o t  recognized 

o r  unders tood .  

4. T h e  i nd i v i dua l  bu i l d i ngs  and  s t r u c t u r e s  wh i ch  s u r v i v e  a r e  

o f t en  o n l y  o f  local s ign i f icance.  

5. T h e  l a r g e r  scale s u r v i v a l s  a r e  usua l l y  landscapes o r  s t ree t -  

scapes wh i ch  a r e  stat ic;  t h a t  is, t h e y  re f l ec t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

p e r i o d  when most development occu r r e d  . 

I n  add i t ion  t o  co re  a n d  pe r i phe ra l  areas, c o r r i d o r s  also have  

charac te r i s t i c  pa t t e rns  o f  h i s t o r i c  su rv i va l s .  A c o r r i d o r  is a reg ion-  

a l l y  impor tan t  t r anspo r ta t i on  r o u t e  wh i ch  has been used o v e r  severa l  

t ime per iods .  I t  is  usua l l y  charac te r i zed  by a band  o f  narrow,  

t h o u g h  o f t en  intense, development a long t h e  t r anspo r ta t i on  routes.  

T h e  s u r v i v a l s  a long a c o r r i d o r  may share  t h e  charac te r i s t i cs  o f  e i t he r  

co re  o r  pe r i phe ra l  s u r v i v a l s .  T h e  major f a c t o r  appears t o  b e  t h e  

degree  t o  wh i ch  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c o r r i d o r  has remained act ive.  If t h e  

c o r r i d o r  i s  s t i l l  ac t i ve l y  used, t h e n  i t s  s u r v i v a l s  w i l l  b e  v e r y  s imi lar 

t o  those i n  core  areas: o f t en  threatened,  f r e q u e n t l y  a l t e red  o r  

f ragmented,  t h e  best,  o ldest,  e tc .  a r e  most l i k e l y  t o  surv ive ,  a 

dynamic composite o f  severa l  t ime per iods .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, if a 

c o r r i d o r  has ceased t o  b e  act ive,  i t s  s u r v i v a l s  w i l l  t e n d  t o  have  t h e  

charac te r i s t i cs  o f  a pe r i phe ra l  se t t i ng :  r e l a t i ve l y  low th rea t ,  o f t en  

i n tac t  examples, t h o u g h  t h e y  may b e  o f  o n l y  l imi ted signi f icance; a 

s ta t i c  s t reetscape o r  landscape f r ozen  i n  t ime f r o m  i t s  las t  pe r i od  o f  

a c t i v i t y .  

T o  re i terate,  h i s t o r i c  resources s u r v i v e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t l y  i n  co re  

areas a n d  pe r i phe ra l  areas. As  a resu l t ,  d i f f e r e n t  s tandards  o f  

eva luat ion a re  needed f o r  each, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  te rms o f  what  const i -  

t u tes  s ign i f icance.  



Specif ic Recommendations 

I n  addi t ion t o  t h e  general recommendations above, several speci- 

f i c  recommendations can also be  made. These are  organized on a 

per iod-by-per iod  basis and summarize as well as rev iew t h e  recom- 

mendations which have been made in  t h e  prev ious chapters.  For  each 

per iod  t h e  fol lowing topics are  covered: State o f  Knowledge, 

Threats, Su rvey  Prior i t ies, Registrat ion Prior i t ies, and Other  Recom- 

mendations. 

PREHISTORY 

State o f  Knowledge: Su rvey  information is best  f o r  t h e  Connect icut 

R iver  f loodplain and lake bottom areas, pa r t i cu la r l y  i n  t h e  towns o f  

Hadley, South Hadley, Easthampton and Nor th f ie ld .  Over  74 preh is -  

t o r i c  sites a re  recorded i n  t h e  MHC si te f i les f o r  t h e  town o f  Hadley. 

Information f o r  Hadley also includes some paleo-environmental recon- 

s t ruc t ions .  Relat ively large numbers o f  sites have also been recorded 

f o r  t h e  f loodplains o f  t h e  Deerf ie ld and Westfield r i ve rs .  Despite t h e  

la rge  number o f  recorded sites i n  these areas, s i te  specif ic informa- 

t ion  beyond location is general ly  lack ing.  l nformation der ived f rom 

excavat ion is best  f o r  t h e  Rivers ide D is t r i c t  i n  Gi l l  and Greenf ield 

and fo r  a few addit ional sites scattered th roughou t  t h e  Val ley. 

Su rvey  data is general ly  poor  o r  nonexis tent  f o r  t h e  Berksh i re  and 

Worcester uplands. 

Among preh is to r ic  sites i n  t h e  s tudy  un i t ,  on ly  t h e  DEDlC si te 

and t h e  Rivers ide D is t r i c t  a re  present ly  l is ted i n  t h e  National Regis- 

t e r  of His tor ic  Places. Several o ther  sites located i n  t h e  course o f  

compliance surveys  have been determined el igible f o r  l is t ing,  b u t  have 

not  been formal ly  nominated. 

Threats :  T h e  pr inc ipa l  t h rea t  t o  p reh is to r ic  archaeological resources 

i n  t h e  Connect icut R ive r  Val ley s tudy  u n i t  is p r i va te  development, 

pa r t i cu la r l y  i n  areas where t h e  qua l i t y  o f  s u r v e y  data is poor.  

Projected populat ion g rowth  i n  t h e  Connect icut R iver  Val ley is  



moderate t o  high f o r  almost all o f  t h e  towns f rom Amherst t o  

Northampton south, and i n  t h e  towns east of t h e  val ley along Route 9 

t h r o u g h  Palmer and Ware. As t h e  populat ion grows, so does t h e  pace 

o f  development, both i n  terms o f  new resident ial  construct ion and 

commercial suppor t  services. When pub l i c  f unds  are  involved, t he re  

is a mechanism f o r  rev iewing t h e  impact a pro ject  wi l l  have on any  

archaeological sites which are  present .  Where on l y  p r i va te  funds  a re  

used, t he re  is seldom a means f o r  knowing, much less protect ing,  

important  sites wh ich  may b e  present .  As a result ,  p r i va te l y  funded 

development is t h e  greatest  t h rea t  t o  archaeological resources i n  t h e  

Val ley. 

Aggravat ing  th i s  problem is  t h e  decl ine o f  ag r i cu l t u re  i n  many 

pa r t s  of t h e  Val ley lowlands. Archaeological sites f requen t l y  a re  

located i n  agr icu l tu ra l  areas ( i n  p a r t  because t h e y  have s u r v i v e d  

be t te r  there) .  Much of t h e  land t h a t  has gone o u t  o f  ag r i cu l t u re  is 

pr ime land f o r  resident ial  and/or  commercial development. As a 

result ,  not  on ly  open space is  lost  when ag r i cu l t u ra l  lands a re  devel-  

oped, b u t  archaeological sites a re  des t royed as well. Th i s  problem 

is most ev ident  i n  t h e  Amherst-Hadley-Sunderland area, b u t  ex is ts  

t h roughou t  t h e  Val ley lowlands. 

Other  th rea ts  t o  archaeological sites include: t h e  commercial 

removal o f  sand, g rave l  and loam which f requen t l y  removes t h e  

archaeological sites as well, r i v e r  erosion, especially along t h e  Con- 

nect icut  and i t s  major t r ibu tar ies ,  and t h e  des t ruc t ion  of sites by t h e  

i r responsib le d igg ing  f o r  a r t i fac ts .  

Su rvey  Pr ior i t ies:  Areas i n  pa r t i cu la r  need of archaeological su rvey  

inc lude those f o r  which t h e  qua l i t y  o f  s u r v e y  data is poorest and 

which are  expected t o  undergo rap id  development. Among those 

towns i n  which surveys  a re  most u r g e n t l y  needed are  Southwick, 

Agawam, Longmeadow, Spr ingf ie ld,  West Spr ingf ie ld,  Chicopee, 

Northampton, Hatf ield, Whately, Amherst, Sunderland, Montague, 

Greenf ield, Gill, Erv ing ,  Northf ie ld,  Ludlow, Belchertown, Palmer, 

Ware and Brimfield. V i r t u a l l y  eve ry  o the r  town i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  



also requ i res  addi t ional  s u r v e y  work ,  even  towns  l i k e  Hadley, Deer-  

f i e l d  a n d  Westfield, whe re  numerous p r e h i s t o r i c  s i tes have  a l ready  

been recorded.  Add i t iona l  s u r v e y  w o r k  should inc lude  analys is  o f  

ex i s t i ng  a r t i f a c t  col lections, documentary  research and  ca re fu l l y  

planned, l imi ted f i e l d  t es t i ng .  

Areas u n d e r  p u b l i c  owne rsh ip  o r  management, i nc l ud ing  s ta te  

p a r k s  a n d  forests ,  t own  pa rks ,  and  areas owned by quas i -pub l i c  

en t i t i es  such  as u t i l i t y  companies, a r e  a h i g h  p r i o r i t y  f o r  s u r v e y .  

Reliable s u r v e y  in format ion p rov ides  a basis f o r  i nco rpo ra t i ng  archae- 

ological concerns a n d  s i te  p ro tec t ion  i n t o  b roade r  scale l and  manage- 

ment p lans .  S u r v e y  p ro jec ts  o f  t h i s  t y p e  have  been i n i t i a t ed  by t h e  

Depar tment  o f  Env i ronmenta l  Management a n d  t h e  Metropol i tan D i s t r i c t  

Commission a n d  shou ld  b e  con t inued .  P r i va te  conservat ion g r o u p s  

such  as t h e  Massachusetts Audubon  Society should b e  encouraged t o  

sponsor  archaeological s u r v e y s  on  t h e i r  p rope r t i es  i n  o r d e r  t o  manage 

b e t t e r  t h e  archaeological resources u n d e r  t h e i r  ownersh ip .  

Reg is t ra t ion  Pr io r i t i es :  A cons iderable amount o f  in format ion is  

r e q u i r e d  t o  nominate archaeological p rope r t i es  successfu l ly  t o  t h e  

Nat ional  Reg is te r  o f  H i s to r i c  Places. Jus t i f i ca t ion  o f  s i te  boundaries,  

wh i ch  o f t en  mus t  b e  ob ta ined  t h r o u g h  f i e l d  tes t ing ,  i s  r equ i red .  A t  

t h e  p resen t  t ime t h i s  leve l  o f  in format ion is  avai lable f o r  v e r y  f ew  

si tes.  Many o f  t h e  s i tes f o r  wh i ch  some deta i led in format ion is  

avai lable have  e i t h e r  los t  t h e i r  i n t e g r i t y  o r  been des t royed  ( f o r  

example, t h e  Westf ie ld a n d  Wilbraham s tea t i te  q u a r r i e s  a n d  t h e  Guida 

Farm s i te ) .  A poss ib le  so lu t ion t o  t h i s  prob lem is t o  nominate archae- 

ological d i s t r i c t s  i n  areas whe re  s i te  dens i t y  is  known t o  b e  h igh,  a n d  

where  a t  least some in format ion is  a l ready  avai lable.  T h e  f loodpla ins 

and  ad jo in ing  te r races  o f  t h e  Deer f  ie ld  a n d  Westf ield, t h e  Connec t i cu t  

and  F o r t  r i v e r  areas o f  Hadley, t h e  Manhan R i v e r  va l ley  and  lower  

no r t hwes t  s lope o f  Mount  Tom i n  Easthampton, p a r t s  o f  South Hadley, 

a n d  t h e  Connec t i cu t  R i v e r  f loodpla in  a n d  ad jo in ing  te r races  i n  N o r t h -  

f i e l d  a l l  e x h i b i t  c l us te r s  o f  known s i tes.  However,  i n  each case, 

addi t ional  in format ion mus t  b e  ga the red  p r i o r  t o  nominat ion. 



Another  avenue f o r  reg is t ra t ion  o f  archaeoIogicaI sites is t o  

inc lude them, when possible, w i th in  la rge  d i s t r i c t s  o f  h is to r ic  p ro -  

per t ies  o r  mul t ip le resource nominations. While t h e  same requirements 

fo r  s i te  boundaries must  be  met, t h i s  approach places preh is to r ic  si te 

protect ion w i th in  a community-based preservat ion e f fo r t .  An informed 

and concerned community is  t h e  most rel iable means of p ro tec t ing  

sites. 

Other  Recommendations: Analysis of ex is t ing  collections o f  p reh is to r ic  

a r t i fac ts  is needed i n  t h e  Connect icut R iver  Val ley s t u d y  un i t .  T h e  

MHC should in i t ia te  collections research a t  t h e  Spr ing f ie ld  Musuem and 

should also act ive ly  seek o u t  large, well provenienced p r i va te  collec- 

t ions f o r  addit ional research. Amateur societies, pa r t i cu la r l y  t h e  

Massachusetts Archaeological Society, can con t r i bu te  t o  t h i s  e f f o r t  b y  

encouraging responsible cura t ion  o f  ex is t ing  collections i n  o r d e r  t h a t  

t h e  valuable information t h e y  contain is not  lost fo rever .  Local 

h is tor ica l  commissions can also con t r i bu te  b y  increasing pub l ic  aware- 

ness o f  t h e  informational value of p rope r l y  curated a r t i f ac t  collections 

and of t h e  importance and vu lne rab i l i t y  of archaeological resources. 

A considerable amount o f  information regard ing  preh is to r ic  sites 

i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  is recorded a t  t h e  Department o f  Anthropology o f  

t h e  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Massachusetts i n  Amherst.  However, much o f  t h i s  

information remains t o  be  completely in tegra ted  i n to  t h e  f i les of t h e  

MHC. Th is  si tuat ion should be  rect i f ied th rough  an updat ing  o f  MHC 

f i les incorpora t ing  t h e  new data. T h e  Un ive rs i t y  of Massachusetts 

Anthropology Department also maintains information on a r t i f ac t  collec- 

t ions t h a t  can b e  valuable f o r  p lann ing  collections research. 

With t h e  increasing development o f  former agr icu l tu ra l  lands, 

e f fo r t s  a re  c u r r e n t l y  underway t o  p reserve  th i s  valuable land i n  t h e  

Connect icut R ive r  Val ley.  In tegrat ion o f  archaeological preservat ion 

concerns w i th  agr icu l tu ra l  preservat ion in terests t o  develop compre- 

hensive land use p lann ing  policies should be  encouraged. One speci- 

f i c  way of do ing  t h i s  is t o  develop a program o f  preservat ion ease- 

ments f o r  t h e  protect ion o f  archaeological sites. Such a program 



should be  closely i n teg ra ted  w i t h  o t h e r  open space a n d  land  use 

p lann ing  p rograms i n  b o t h  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  sectors .  

CONTACT PERIOD 

State o f  Knowledge: L i t t l e  is  known about  t h e  Contact  per iod.  

V i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e  ex i s t i ng  data is  con f ined  t o  t h e  Va l ley  i t se l f .  

C u r r e n t  research suggests  na t i ve  sett lement concen t ra ted  on  t h e  

env i ronmenta l l y  d i ve rse  Connect icut ,  Deerf ie ld,  a n d  Westf ie ld 

r i v e r  f loodpla ins w i t h  t h e  heav iest  sett lement p r o b a b l y  o c c u r r i n g  i n  

Agawam/West Spr ing f ie ld ,  Westf ield, Nor thampton/Hadley,  Deer f ie ld /  

Green f ie ld  a n d  No r th f i e l d .  La rge  seasonal encampments l i k e l y  were  

estab l ished on  t h e  reg ion 's  major t r i b u t a r i e s .  L i t t l e  is  known about  

na t i ve  u t i l i za t ion  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  up lands.  

Th rea t s :  As  w i t h  p reh i s to r i c  resources, t h e  g rea tes t  t h r e a t  t o  Con- 

t ac t  pe r i od  s i tes is  development.  T h i s  i s  especial ly t h e  case since 

developmental  p ressures  a re  s t r o n g  i n  severa l  o f  t h e  areas whe re  

Contact  pe r i od  s i tes a r e  l i k e l y  t o  have  s u r v i v e d .  T h i s  s i tuat ion is  

most severe  i n  Agawam, Westf ield, Chicopee, Wilbraham, Ludlow, 

Northampton, Hadley a n d  Arnherst .  O t h e r  t h rea t s  inc lude  erosion, 

especial ly a long t h e  Connec t i cu t  R i v e r  a n d  i t s  major t r i bu ta r i es ,  a n d  

g rave l l i ng .  Wi th in  t h e  las t  t w o  decades, a t  least one impor tan t  Con- 

t a c t  p e r i o d  s i te  ( i n  Hat f ie ld)  appears t o  have  been des t royed  by 

g rave l l i ng  operat ions.  T h e  des t ruc t i on  o f  s i tes by looters  o r  o t h e r  

unau thor ized  d i g g e r s  i s  also a po ten t ia l  t h r e a t .  

S u r v e y  Pr io r i t i es :  Rel iable s u r v e y  in format ion is  b a d l y  needed f o r  

many areas w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  T h e  s u r v e y  should examine t h e  

p e r t i n e n t  documentary  a n d  archaeological  sources a n d  should focus on  

i d e n t i f y i n g  a n d  reco rd ing  Contact  pe r i od  s i tes.  Pa r t i cu l a r  emphasis 

shou ld  b e  p laced on  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  archaeological ly sens i t i ve  r i v e r  

te r races  a n d  b l u f f s  a long t h e  Connec t i cu t  R i v e r  a n d  i t s  major t r i b u -  

ta r ies .  Special p r i o r i t y  should be  g i v e n  t o  r a p i d l y  deve lop ing  towns  

such as Agawam, Westfield, Chicopee, Hadley, Sunder land  a n d  Deer-  

f i e ld .  Su rveys  also need t o  b e  conduc ted  i n  up land  areas, especial ly 



i n  towns l i ke  Br imf ie ld and New Salem, so tha t  a more balanced 

assessment of Contact per iod  resources can be made. A l l  surveys  

should fol low standard c r i t e r i a  f o r  s i te  descr ipt ion and a r t i f ac t  

ident i f icat ion so t h a t  i n te r - s i t e  comparisons can be made. 

Registrat ion Pr ior i t ies:  Cu r ren t l y ,  t he re  a re  no recorded Contact 

per iod  sites t h a t  a re  e l ig ib le f o r  National Register nomination. 

Several areas, however, have a h igh  potent ial  f o r  e l ig ib le sites. 

These are  located i n  t h e  towns o f  Westfield, Northampton and Hadley. 

The  sites i n  these areas should b e  tested t o  determine t h e  i n t e g r i t y  

of what  surv ives  as well as s i te  boundaries, then nominated t o  t h e  

National Register.  Th i s  should b e  a p r i o r i t y  since Contact per iod  

resources a re  among t h e  most poor ly  documented and, a t  t h e  same 

time, t h e  most vu lnerable o f  t h e  s t u d y  un i t ' s  h is tor ica l  assets. 

Other  Recommendations: Concerted e f fo r t s  should be  made t o  i n -  

crease archaeological awareness i n  ind iv idua l  towns and ci t ies. 

E f fo r ts  should be  d i rected toward  land owners (bo th  pub l ic  and 

pr iva te)  as well as local agencies, inc lud ing  h is tor ica l  societies, 

h is tor ica l  commissions and p lann ing  agencies, a le r t ing  them t o  t h e  

potent ial  f o r  per iod  sites and t h e  importance o f  p ro tec t ing  them. 

Ins t i tu t ions  such as t h e  Spr ing f ie ld  Museum of  Science and t h e  Uni-  

v e r s i t y  o f  Massachusetts, Amherst, which have ongoing research 

in terests i n  t he  Valley, should b e  encouraged t o  take  an act ive role 

i n  protect ion e f fo r ts .  Cont ingency plans should be  made f o r  the 

invest igat ion o f  these areas p r i o r  t o  development. I n  t h e  case of 

natura l  des t ruc t ion  of per iod  sites i .  e. , erosion), stabi l izat ion o r  

salvage programs should b e  established. Finally, t h e  Massachusetts 

Histor ical  Commission should cont inue t o  work  w i th  t h e  state preser-  

vat ion agencies i n  Connecticut, New Hampshire and Vermont t o  de- 

velop a region-wide research design and data base f o r  t h e  en t i re  

Connect icut R iver  drainage. 



PLANTATION PERIOD 

State o f  Knowledge: Extensive documentary research has been done 

on t h e  region's ear ly  settlement, p r imar i l y  t h e  f i r s t  generat ion towns 

o f  Spr ingf ie ld,  Hadley and Northampton. T h e  region's secondary 

settlements such as Longmeadow, Agawam, West Spr ing f ie ld  and 

Chicopee have received scant at tent ion i n  local and regional histor ies. 

T h e  record ing  o f  archaeological sites and landscape features f rom t h e  

per iod  has been spot ty .  A t  present,  none o f  t h e  s tudy  u n i t  towns 

have establ ished inventor ies o f  ex tan t  colonial archaeological sites and 

landscape features. The re  a re  no known s u r v i v i n g  per iod  s t ruc tu res .  

Data on t h e  region's na t ive  populat ion is  conf ined p r imar i l y  t o  

t h e  Connect icut and Westfield r i v e r  val leys. Most of t h e  information 

is  recorded i n  local h is tor ies (pa r t i cu la r l y  those f o r  Spr ingf ie ld,  Had- 

ley, Deerf ield and Nor th f ie ld ) ,  regional h is tor ies such Nathaniel 

Sylvester 's  H is to ry  o f  t h e  Connect icut Val ley and scholar ly  studies 

l i ke  Peter Thomas' wo rk  on t h e  17th c e n t u r y  Anglo- Indian f u r  t rade.  

T h e  on l y  documented nat ive si te f rom t h e  period, a palisaded v i l lage 

i n  Spr ingf ie ld,  is  l is ted on t h e  National Register .  The re  is, however, 

good potent ial  f o r  t h e  su rv i va l  o f  o ther  na t ive  vi l lages in :  Br imf ie ld 

(Ashquoach), Westfield (Woronoco), Northampton/Easthampton and 

Hadley (Norot tuck) ,  Gi l l  and Deerf ield (Pocumtuck) and Nor th f ie ld  

(Squakheag). 

Threats :  T h e  same factors t h a t  threaten preh is to r ic  and Contact 

per iod  sites i n  t h e  Connect icut Val ley th rea ten Plantation per iod  sites 

as well. The  major i ty  o f  t h e  s tudy  un i t ' s  Plantation per iod  settlement 

fa l ls  w i th in  areas t h a t  a re  undergo ing  considerable resident ial  and 

commercial development. T h i s  problem is compounded by t h e  low level 

o f  pub l i c  awareness f o r  potent ial  per iod archaeological sites. Conse- 

quent ly ,  p r i va te l y  f unded  development pro jects ra re l y  p rov ide  cont in-  

gency plans fo r  protect ion or, if necessary, salvage. 

Su rvey  Pr ior i t ies:  T h e  p r imary  need is f o r  a systematic and 

thorough archaeological s u r v e y  program in  those areas w i th  a h igh  



potent ial  f o r  per iod  archaeological resources. Such a program should 

produce an i nven to ry  o f  s u r v i v i n g  Plantation per iod  sites. T h e  

ident i f icat ion and protect ion o f  archaeological sites is o f  pa r t i cu la r  

importance since no per iod  s t ruc tu res  are  known t o  surv ive .  In i t ia l  

su rvey  e f fo r t s  should focus on towns l i k e  Hadley, Hatfield, Long- 

meadow, Westfield and Deerf ield where s igni f icant  s i te  concentrat ions 

may b e  present .  Survey  work  should also b e  done i n  Spr ing f ie ld  and 

Northampton where, despite pas t  development, important  sites may 

have su rv i ved .  An addit ional su rvey  p r i o r i t y  is  t h e  documentation o f  

per iod  nat ive settlements; t h e  most l i ke ly  candidates a re  l is ted above 

under  State o f  Knowledge. Final ly,  communities should be  encouraged 

t o  inc lude all ex is t ing  landscape features i n  t h e i r  inventor ies.  

Registrat ion Pr ior i t ies : Greater  emphasis should b e  placed on nomi- 

na t ing  archaeological sites t o  t h e  National Register .  Th is  is par t i cu-  

l a r l y  important  i n  t h e  Connect icut R iver  Valley, since the  major i ty  o f  

potent ial  nominees f o r  t h i s  per iod  w i l l  b e  archaeological sites. 

A n  e f f o r t  should also b e  made t o  inc lude per iod  sites and land- 

scape features as components i n  National Register d is t r i c ts .  Specif ic 

reg is t ra t ion  p r i o r i t i es  w i l l  become c learer  as more s u r v e y  i s  completed 

i n  t h e  core area towns. 

Other  Recommendations: T h e  Connect icut Val ley's importance as one 

o f  Massachusetts' ear l iest  sett lement areas necessitates increased 

involvement o f  local and regional ins t i tu t ions  i n  record ing  and p r o -  

tec t ing  these resources. Once again, local museums and educational 

ins t i tu t ions  should b e  encouraged t o  cont inue examination o f  t h e  

region's h is to ry ,  bo th  t h r o u g h  documentary research and responsible 

archaeological invest igat ion.  Whenever possible, these e f fo r t s  should 

be  coordinated w i t h  local histor ical  commissions and societies. Such 

cooperat ive e f fo r ts  would help local g roups become more knowledge- 

able about Plantation per iod  resources and, therefore,  be t te r  advo- 

cates f o r  p ro tec t ing  them. 



COLONIAL PERIOD 

State o f  Knowledge: A cons iderable amount o f  in format ion i s  avai lable 

on t h e  Colonial pe r i od .  Research has focused p r i m a r i l y  on  t h e  o lder  

sett lements i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  R i v e r  Val ley,  especial ly Sp r i ng f i e l d  a n d  

Nor thampton.  Fa r  less research has been done on  t h e  s t u d y  un i t ' s  

up land  communit ies. T h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  completeness o f  i n v e n t o r y  

in format ion var ies  cons iderab ly .  While Colonial b u i l d i n g s  a r e  usua l l y  

inc luded  i n  town b u i l d i n g  inven to r ies ,  many towns  wh i ch  have  impor-  

t a n t  pe r i od  s t r u c t u r e s  have  y e t  t o  complete t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  su rveys .  

Bu r i a l  g r o u n d s  a n d  o t h e r  landscape fea tu res  have  been less systema- 

t i ca l l y  recorded.  Archaeological  s i tes have  been repo r ted  i n f r e -  

q u e n t l y .  Few, if any, towns  have  estab l ished inven to r ies  f o r  a rch-  

aeological s i tes.  

O n l y  l imi ted research has been devo ted  t o  examin ing t h e  reg ion 's  

na t i ve  populat ion.  A l t hough  K i n g  Phi l ip 's  War a n d  subsequent  Ang lo -  

I nd ian  f i g h t i n g  led t o  t h e  permanent  abandonment o f  e v e r y  major 

na t i ve  v i l l age  i n  t h e  s t u d y  un i t ,  remnants  o f  these  g r o u p s  con t inued  

t o  occupy  si tes sca t te red  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  u n i t  wel l  i n t o  t h e  18th 

c e n t u r y .  Publ ished sources made o n l y  occasional a n d  b r i e f  re ferences 

t o  these  na t i ve  encampments. T h e r e  has been n o  ser ious at tempt  t o  

locate o r  r eco rd  na t i ve  archaeological  s i tes o f  t h e  per iod .  

Th rea t s :  T h r e e  f ac to r s  t h rea ten  Colonial  pe r i od  resources.  T h e  f i r s t  

th rea t ,  again, i s  development.  As  w i t h  t h e  p rev ious  per iods,  i n -  

c reas ing  development jeopardizes t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  al l  e x t a n t  pe r i od  

resources, e i t h e r  by d e s t r o y i n g  them o r  by rad ica l l y  a l t e r i n g  t h e  

h i s to r i c  p e r i o d  scale and  d e n s i t y  wh i ch  g i v e  them con tex t  a n d  

meaning. Development p ressu res  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  acu te  i n  t h e  com- 

muni t ies  o f  Agawam, Westf ield, Hadley, Amherst ,  Southampton, Sun-  

der land,  Whately a n d  Deer f ie ld .  

T h e  second t h r e a t  is  t h e  inaccura te  res to ra t ion / renova t ion  o f  

s t and ing  s t r u c t u r e s .  Inc reas ing  cons t ruc t ion  costs a n d  a g r o w i n g  

i n te res t  i n  h is to r i ca l  p rese rva t i on  have resu l ted  i n  increased reuse o f  



period structures.  Unfortunately, many restoration plans are based 

on limited knowledge of the structure 's original makeup. As a result, 

the f inished product  f requent ly incorporates inaccurate o r  inappro- 

pr iate materials. 

The t h i r d  threat  is vandalism. This is especially a problem 

f o r  bur ia l  grounds. Burial grounds a r e  vulnerable because of the i r  

locations (both in urban and in remote rura l  areas) and because of  

the limited o r  nonexistent fund ing allotted f o r  the i r  maintenance and 

protection. 

Survey Priori t ies: As wi th Plantation period resources, there is a 

need f o r  systematic survey of Colonial period archaeological resources 

wi th in the Connecticut River Valley s tudy un i t .  Although archaeolo- 

gical inventories exist f o r  a few towns, none of the inventories are 

close t o  being complete. Frequently, identif ication of known sites is 

minimal. Local historical commissions should be encouraged t o  record 

archaeological sites and, if possible, establish the i r  own local inven- 

t o r y  of Colonial period archaeological sites. 

Exist ing inventories of period bur ia l  grounds need t o  be up- 

dated. While cu r ren t  inventories contain most, if not all, of each 

town's major Colonial period cemeteries, the smaller family o r  ru ra l  

bur ia l  grounds are not included. Frequently, these are situated i n  

obscure locations. I n  addition, a detailed inventory should be com- 

pleted f o r  each period bur ia l  ground, one which l ists and describes 

each stone. This k ind of inventory serves both as the basis f o r  any 

restoration work which may be required and as documentation against 

vandalism and the f t .  

Several communities wi th important Colonial period bui ldings and 

landscapes have yet  t o  complete surveys.  Pr ior i ty  communities in-  

clude: Agawam, Deerfield, Hadley, Hatfield, Sunderland and South- 

ampton. 



Regist rat ion Pr ior i t ies:  National Register considerat ion should focus 

on Colonial per iod  landscapes which inc lude both  bu i ld ings  and arch-  

aeological sites. To date, t h e  vast  major i ty  o f  per iod  resources 

considered f o r  National Register nomination have been ind iv idua l  

s tanding s t ruc tu res .  

FEDERAL PERIOD 

State o f  Knowledge: I n  general, where inventor ies exist ,  Federal 

per iod  s t ruc tures  a re  well inventor ied.  For many towns, t h e  b u l k  o f  

t h e  ex is t ing  inventor ies concentrate on pre-1830 s t ruc tures ;  thus, 

Federal per iod  proper t ies a re  well represented. T h e  except ions are  

i n  Frank l in  County  and several of t h e  h i l l  towns i n  Hampshire and 

Hampden counties . Single-family houses are  t h e  most numerous 

category o f  s t ruc tu res  inventor ied .  T h e  n e x t  most numerous are  

inst i tu t ional  s t ruc tures ,  namely schools and churches.  Churches 

outnumber schools; however, it seems l i ke ly  t h a t  i n  some towns 

schoolhouses a l tered t o  resident ial  use s u r v i v e  unrecognized. Com- 

mercial and indus t r ia l  bu i ld ings  are  f a r  less numerous i n  local i n -  

ventor ies.  

Local histor ies general ly  c i te  important  resident ial  bu i ld ings  ( i n  

most cases, t h e  homes o f  prominent ci t izens) as well as churches, 

schools, taverns  and mil ls operat ing i n  t h e  period, g i v i n g  dates o f  

construct ion and operation, a l though not  always archi tectura l  descr ip-  

t ion .  Late 19th c e n t u r y  photographs o f  then s u r v i v i n g  per iod  s t ruc -  

t u res  are, however, o f ten  incorporated i n  t h e  town histor ies. 

Threats :  T h e  most widespread th rea t  t o  Federal per iod  s t ruc tures  i n  

t h e  Connect icut R ive r  Val ley is deter iorat ion and demolit ion. The 

r u r a l  na ture  o f  much of t h e  s tudy  u n i t  has encouraged t h e  preser -  

vat ion of per iod  s t ruc tures ,  b u t  has discouraged t h e i r  maintenance. 

As a result ,  abandonment is a s igni f icant  t h rea t  t o  per iod  s t ruc tures  

i n  some of t h e  more remote upland areas. 



T h e  second major t h r e a t  a n d  t h e  most w idespread  is inappro-  

p r i a t e  modern izat ion.  T h e  most s i gn i f i can t  problems a r e  a l terat ions o f  

sash and  fenes t ra t ion  and  res id i ng  w i t h  a r t i f i c i a l  a n d  i napp rop r i a te  

mater ia ls.  T h i s  prob lem is most appa ren t  i n  t h e  u r b a n  communit ies o f  

t h e  cen t ra l  va l ley .  

S u r v e y  Pr io r i t i es :  A t  present ,  38 towns  i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  R i v e r  

Val ley have  l i t t l e  o r  no  s u r v e y .  Towns  w i t h  incomplete s u r v e y s  a n d  

s ign i f i can t  Federal  pe r i od  resources inc lude:  Ashf ie ld ,  Br imf ie ld ,  

Conway, Deer f ie ld ,  Hadley, Orange, Sunder land,  Whately a n d  

Wor th ing ton .  

Reg is t ra t ion  Pr io r i t i es :  E x i s t i n g  Nat ional  Reg is te r  p rope r t i es  cons is t  

p r i m a r i l y  o f  i nd i v i dua l l y  l i s t ed  s t r u c t u r e s  o r  v i l l age  cen te r  d i s t r i c t s .  

Numerous towns  have po ten t ia l l y  e l ig ib le  d i s t r i c t s ,  i nc l ud ing :  

Agawam, Bernards ton ,  Conway, Cummington, Deerf ie ld,  Granv i l le ,  

Hat f ie ld ,  Middlef ie ld,  Montague, Orange, Palmer, Wales, Whately, a n d  

Worth ington.  Towns  w i t h  i nd i v i dua l  res iden t ia l  p rope r t i es  t h a t  a r e  

po ten t ia l l y  e l ig ib le  inc lude:  Belcher town,  Bernards ton ,  Buck land,  

Colrain,  Granby ,  Shelburne,  Southampton a n d  Warwick.  

EARLY INDUSTRIAL  PERIOD 

State o f  Knowledge: Inc reas ing ly ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  Ea r l y  I ndus -  

t r i a l  per iod,  e x i s t i n g  inven to r ies  focus  on  t h e  most e laborate and  f u l l y  

developed examples o f  a pe r i od  s ty le ,  especial ly i n  res ident ia l  a r ch i -  

t ec tu re .  I n  pe r i phe ra l  areas, local inven to r ies  con t inue  t o  r eco rd  a 

g rea te r  number  o f  simple p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s .  I n  general, i nven to r ies  

concentrate o n  s ing le- fami ly  hous ing,  ins t i tu t iona l  (schools a n d  

churches)  a n d  commercial b u i l d i n g s  (s to res ) .  Mu l t ip le - fami ly  hous ing  

tends  t o  rece ive less at tent ion,  as does i ndus t r i a l  cons t ruc t ion ;  i n -  

d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  b e  over looked  i n  smaller c i t ies  

a n d  pe r i phe ra l  areas t h a n  i n  t h e  core  areas. 

I n  general ,  town h is to r ies  document pe r i od  s t r u c t u r e s  less f u l l y  

a f t e r  t h e  Federal  per iod; a l t hough  mentioned, such  bu i l d i ngs  as 



schools and  churches  a r e  less o f t en  descr ibed  i n  deta i l .  A r ch i t ec tu ra l  

h is to r i ca l  sources f o r  t h e  area a r e  gene ra l l y  unavai lab le  f o r  t h e  

per iod .  

Th rea t s :  T h r e a t s  t o  E a r l y  l n d u s t r i a l  pe r i od  s t r u c t u r e s  d i f f e r  i n  r u r a l  

and  u r b a n  se t t ings .  I n  t h e  u r b a n  cores, whe re  d i s t r i c t s  o f  pe r i od  

bu i l d i ngs  ( p r i m a r i l y  s ing le- fami ly  residences) surv ive ,  t h e  major 

t h rea t s  a r e  those  wh i ch  a f fec t  u r b a n  areas i n  genera l :  u r b a n  re -  

newal, t r anspo r ta t i on  pro jects ,  development pressure,  arson a n d  

vandal ism. I nd i v i dua l  bu i l d i ngs  a r e  most th rea tened by i napp rop r i a te  

rehab i l i t a t i on - - f o r  example, r es i d i ng  w i t h  aluminum o r  v i n y l .  I n  r u r a l  

areas, pe r i od  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  most o f t en  th rea tened by inapp rop r i a te  

modern izat ion o r  abandonment.  I n  areas s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  cores, 

subu rban  development is  also t a k i n g  i t s  t o l l  o f  pe r i od  bu i ld ings ,  

especial ly a g r i c u l t u r a l  bu i l d i ngs ,  as wel l  as s u r v i v i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

landscapes. Towns  w i t h  impor tan t  pe r i od  landscapes wh i ch  a r e  t h rea -  

tened  inc lude:  Agawam, Amherst ,  Belchertown, Deerf ie ld,  Hadley, 

Hat f ie ld ,  Montague, Southwick,  Sunde r l and  a n d  Whately. 

S u r v e y  Pr io r i t i es :  Most e x i s t i n g  s u r v e y  w o r k  covers t h e  e a r l y  years  

of  t h e  pe r i od  (pre-1850) wel l .  A f t e r  t h e  mid -cen tu ry ,  however,  t h e  

g rea te r  volume o f  s t r u c t u r e s  cons t ruc ted  a n d  s u r v i v i n g  i n  core  areas 

has t ended  t o  encourage a re focus ing  o f  s u r v e y  e f f o r t s  u p  t h e  a r ch i -  

t ec tu ra l  scale. Beg inn ing  w i t h  s t r u c t u r e s  f r o m  t h e  th i rd q u a r t e r  of 

t h e  19 th  c e n t u r y ,  i n v e n t o r y  w o r k  has t ended  t o  inc lude  more f u l l y  

developed o r  e laborate examples o f  pe r i od  s ty les.  Towns and  c i t ies  i n  

t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  w i t h  s i gn i f i can t  un reco rded  col lect ions o f  pe r i od  b u i l d -  

ings  inc lude :  Ashf ie ld ,  Br imf ie ld ,  Conway, Deerf ie ld,  Easthampton, 

Hat f ie ld ,  Orange, Southampton, Whately a n d  Wor th ing ton .  

Regis t ra t ion Pr io r i t i es :  Reg is t ra t ion  f o r  t h e  E a r l y  l n d u s t r i a l  pe r i od  

has concent ra ted  on  d i s t r i c t s  o f  i ns t i t u t i ona l  and  commercial bu i l d i ngs  

( such  as cen t ra l  bus iness d i s t r i c t s )  and  o n  s ing le- fami ly  res ident ia l  

d i s t r i c t s .  I n d i v i d u a l l y  l i s ted  s ing le - fami ly  houses a r e  less common f o r  

t h e  Ea r l y  l n d u s t r i a l  pe r i od  t h a n  t h e y  a r e  f o r  t h e  Colonial a n d  Federal  

per iods.  No t  wel l  represen ted  a t  p resen t  a r e  r u r a l  and  v i l l age  cen te r  



resident ial  and inst i tu t ional  d i s t r i c t s  p resent ing  in tac t  per iod  land- 

scapes. Examples of per iod  landscapes a re  f a i r l y  common in  t h e  

Connect icut R iver  Val ley.  Potential d i s t r i c t s  might  include: 

Amherst, Ashf ield, Bernardston, Chester, Chesterf ield, Conway, 

Colrain, Cummington, Easthampton, Granvi l le,  Hampden, Hatfield, 

Hawley, Leverett ,  Monson, Montague, Palmer, Sunderland, Warwick, 

Westfield, Whately and Worthington. 

Arch i tec tura l l y  signif icant,  potent ia l ly  el igible ind iv idua l  resi-  

dences were observed i n  Bernardston, Chesterf ield, Colrain, Deer- 

f ield, Granby,  Hatfield, Monson, Shelburne, Wales, Warwick and 

Wilbraham. 

Other  Recommendations: E f fo r t s  t o  p reserve  r u r a l  landscapes f rom 

t h e  per iod  need t o  be coordinated w i t h  o ther  open space and land use 

p lann ing  e f fo r t s .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD 

State o f  Knowledge: T h e  state o f  knowledge f o r  t h e  Late Indus t r ia l  

per iod is comparat ively advanced f o r  some areas and almost nonexis- 

t e n t  f o r  o thers .  Professional su rvey  work  has been completed i n  most 

of t h e  major core areas, inc lud ing  Spr ingf ie ld,  Chicopee, Holyoke, 

Westfield, Northampton and Greenf ield. Extensive town histor ies f o r  

many o f  these communities also help t o  p rov ide  a broad base o f  i n fo r -  

mation on per iod  economic and arch i tec tura l  development. For  many 

o f  t h e  smaller towns o f  t h e  s t u d y  uni t ,  however, secondary sources 

f o r  t h e  Late l ndus t r i a l  per iod  are  r a r e  and are of ten commemorative 

o r  anecdotal i n  na ture .  Local inventor ies, when t h e y  ex is t  f o r  t h e  

period, o f ten  exh ib i t  a simi lar bias. While anomalous h igh  s ty le  

bu i ld ings  (general ly  inst i tu t ional  s t ruc tures)  i n  small towns may be 

ident i f ied by architect,  t h e  more general wo rk  of local bu i lders  is 

seldom ident i f ied.  S tudy  o f  t h e  area by archi tectura l  h is tor ians has 

been conf ined t o  t h e  local works  o f  establ ished f i rms and pract i t ioners 

f rom outs ide t h e  s tudy  un i t .  



Threa t s :  A w ide  range  o f  prob lems c o n f r o n t  Late l n d u s t r i a l  pe r i od  

resources i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  R i v e r  Va l ley .  I n  Sp r i ng f i e l d  a n d  

Holyoke, t h e  p r i m a r y  t h r e a t s  a r e  con t inued  u r b a n  decay (abandon- 

ment, vandal ism a n d  a rson)  and  insens i t i ve  development.  I n  t h e  

s t u d y  un i t ' s  smaller c i t ies  a n d  l a rge  towns  (Chicopee, Westf ield, 

Holyoke a n d  Greenf ie ld)  compet i t ion f r o m  s u b u r b a n  mall development 

has p u t  p r e s s u r e  o n  cen te r  c i t y  businesses. A t tempts  t o  keep 

abreas t  o f  ma l l - t ype  re ta i l i ng  t h rea tens  h i s to r i c  s t o re f ron t s  a n d  com- 

mercial  bu i l d i ngs  w i t h  insens i t i ve  modern izat ion p rograms.  Abandon-  

ment  a n d  decay a r e  t h e  major problems fac ing  r u r a l  areas, wh i le  

subu rban  development p ressures  and  occasional ly h i ghway  p ro jec ts  

t h rea ten  t h e  h i s to r i c  f a b r i c  a n d  landscapes i n  p a r t s  o f  Hampden a n d  

Hampshi re  count ies.  Once again, a g r i c u l t u r a l  bu i l d i ngs  a r e  pa r t i cu -  

l a r l y  vu lnerab le .  T h e  most widespread t h r e a t  t o  pe r i od  res ident ia l  

s t r u c t u r e s  is  insens i t i ve  renovat ion;  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e s t r u c t i v e  is  t h e  

use o f  i napp rop r i a te  s i d i ng  materials, such  as v i n y l  a n d  aluminum. 

S u r v e y  Pr io r i t i es :  E x i s t i n g  i n v e n t o r y  is adequate o n l y  i n  Spr ing f ie ld ,  

Chicopee, Nor thampton a n d  Greenf ie ld ;  a number  o f  t h e  smaller towns  

i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  w i t h  s i gn i f i can t  Late l n d u s t r i a l  resources have  l i t t l e  

o r  no  i n v e n t o r y  f o r  t h e  per iod .  Among t h e  towns  wh i ch  r e q u i r e  

s u r v e y  w o r k  a re :  Deerf ie ld,  Easthampton, Monson, Montague a n d  

Orange.  Completion o r  f u r t h e r  documentat ion o f  e x i s t i n g  inven to r ies  

i s  recommended i n  Amherst ,  Holyoke a n d  Westf ie ld.  

Reg is t ra t ion  Pr io r i t i es :  Cen t ra l  bus iness a n d  i ns t i t u t i ona l  d i s t r i c t s  as 

wel l  as e l i te  u r b a n  res iden t ia l  Nat ional  Reg is te r  d i s t r i c t s  a re  genera l l y  

con f ined  o n l y  t o  t h e  major co re  areas o f  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  (Nor thampton 

and  S p r i n g f i e l d ) .  A f ew  smal ler towns  (Montague, Ware) have  recen t  

Nat ional  Reg is te r  ac t i v i t y ,  b u t  many towns  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  have  few 

o r  no  Nat ional  Reg is te r  p rope r t i es .  G iven  t h e  genera l  lack o f  reg is -  

t r a t i o n  a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  per iod,  d i s t r i c t  po ten t ia l  i n  bo th  u r b a n  a n d  

r u r a l  areas o f  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  is  h i g h .  Since a g r i c u l t u r e  ( tobacco 

cu l t i va t ion)  con t i nued  t o  p l a y  a major ro le  i n  t h e  economic develop- 

ment  o f  some r u r a l  towns  i n  t h i s  per iod,  po ten t ia l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i s -  

t r i c t s  ex i s t  i n  Hadley, Hat f ie ld ,  Sunder land,  Sou thwick  and  Westf ie ld.  



Per iod i ndus t r i a l  d i s t r i c t s  o f  note a r e  p resen t  i n  Chicopee, Holyoke, 

Northampton, Greenf ie ld ,  Palmer a n d  Westf ie ld.  O t h e r  communit ies 

w i t h  potent ia l  Late I n d u s t r i a l  pe r i od  d i s t r i c t s  are:  Amherst ,  Gil l ,  

Greenf ie ld ,  Holyoke, Nor thampton,  No r th f i e l d  a n d  Westf ie ld.  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD 

State o f  Knowledge: L i t t l e  in format ion ex i s t s  f o r  t h e  E a r l y  Modern 

pe r i od  resources, e i t h e r  i n  secondary sources o r  i n  Massachusetts 

His tor ica l  Commission f i les .  I n  pa r t ,  t h i s  re f lec ts  t h e  per iod 's  tem- 

pora l  closeness t o  t h e  present ;  resources o f  t h e  pe r i od  have  n o t  

genera l l y  been rega rded  as h i s to r i c .  Ano the r  f ac to r  i n f l uenc ing  t h e  

lack o f  h is to r i ca l  data is  t h e  re l a t i ve l y  uneven t f u l  p a t t e r n  o f  develop-  

ment f o r  t h e  per iod .  Excep t  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  cores, t h e r e  was v e r y  

l i t t l e  genera l  development.  Fur thermore ,  most o f  t h e  in format ion 

about  t h e  p e r i o d  is  f r om town  h is to r ies  o f  t h e  post -Wor ld  War II 

per iod .  T h i s  in format ion gene ra l l y  cons is ts  o f  pho tographs  a n d  

dates o f  cons t ruc t i on  f o r  major i ns t i t u t i ona l  b u i l d i n g s  (especial ly 

schools a n d  churches)  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  complexes. Resident ia l  a n d  

commercial cons t ruc t i on  is  r a r e l y  documented. 

E x i s t i n g  s u r v e y  a n d  reg i s t r a t i on  f o r  t h e  pe r i od  is also scant.  

Resident ia l  const ruct ion,  when inc luded  i n  local su rveys ,  i s  normal ly  

represen ted  by t h e  most  e laborate a n d  f u l l y  developed examples o f  

pe r i od  s ty les  o r  t y p e s .  Wider p a t t e r n s  of res ident ia l  development a r e  

genera l l y  n o t  recorded.  O t h e r  b u i l d i n g  types,  such as churches,  

schools, a n d  stores, a r e  also seldom inven to r ied ,  a l though fac to r ies  o f  

t h e  E a r l y  Modern pe r i od  a r e  genera l l y  inc luded  i n  t h e  more t h o r o u g h  

townwide  s u r v e y s .  T h e  development o f  automobi le re la ted commercial 

s t r i p s  i n  t h e  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d  i s  one o f  t h e  most s i gn i f i can t  as- 

pects  o f  t h e  per iod 's  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  is  p o o r l y  documented i n  e x i s t i n g  

inven to r ies .  

Reg is t ra t ion  f o r  t h e  pe r i od  fol lows a s imi lar  pa t te rn ,  w i t h  res i -  

dent ia l  bu i l d i ngs  inc luded  i n  d i s t r i c t s  p r i m a r i l y  as i n f i l l  s t r uc tu res .  

Commercial bu i l d i ngs  a r e  gene ra l l y  inc luded  i n  town cen te r  d i s t r i c t s ,  



as most commercial areas conta in  a h i g h  percen tage  o f  pe r i od  s t r u c -  

t u res ;  i ns t i t u t i ona l  a n d  i ndus t r i a l  bu i l d i ngs  a r e  less wel l  represented.  

With t h e  except ion o f  ce r t a i n  aspects o f  commercial a rch i tec tu re ,  

p r i m a r i l y  automobi le a n d  en te r ta inment  re la ted  (gas stat ions, t o u r i s t  

cabins,  movie thea t res ) ,  a n d  some w o r k  on  bungalows a n d  ma i l -o rder  

houses, t h e r e  has been l i t t l e  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  h is to r i ca l  scholarsh ip  on  

t h e  p e r i o d  a n d  ce r t a i n l y  none on  t h e  reg ion  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

T h r e a t s :  T h e  most s i gn i f i can t  E a r l y  Modern pe r i od  resources a r e  

those  l i n k e d  t o  au to rou te  development :  commercial s t r ips ,  r eso r t s  

a n d  commuter subu rbs .  These  resources a r e  p r i m a r i l y  a f fec ted  by 

changes i n  t r anspo r ta t i on  ne two rks .  S t ree t  widening,  h i ghway  p r o -  

jects, road  r e r o u t i n g  a n d  t h e  modern izat ion o f  pe r i od  commercial 

b u i l d i n g s  t o  meet con temporary  re ta i l i ng  p rac t i ces  a r e  a l l  processes 

a f f ec t i ng  pe r i od  resources . Decay a n d  abandonment a r e  also ser ious 

prob lems f o r  E a r l y  Modern commercial s t r u c t u r e s .  

S u r v e y  a n d  Reg is t ra t ion  Pr io r i t i es :  T h e  need f o r  s u r v e y  of E a r l y  

Modern p e r i o d  resources i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  R i v e r  Va l ley  is  tempered 

by t h e  area's modest development f o r  t h e  per iod .  Thus ,  it i s  pos- 

s ib le  t o  i d e n t i f y  spec i f ic  areas by top i c  f o r  f u t u r e  s u r v e y  a c t i v i t y .  

These  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  re la ted  t o  t r anspo r ta t i on  development of t h e  

pe r i od  and  wou ld  i nc l ude  s u r v e y  o f  r e s o r t  areas a n d  e a r l y  autoroutes 

a n d  re la ted commercial s t r u c t u r e s  ( t o u r i s t  cabins,  gas stat ions, 

d i ne rs  a n d  i d i osync ra t i c  s t r u c t u r e s  such  as mi l k  can d a i r y  b a r s ) .  

Reg is t ra t ion  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  pe r i od  a r e  n o t  y e t  known.  G iven  t h e  

genera l  lack o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  per iod,  few c lear l y  de f ined  areas w i t h  

i nd i v i dua l  o r  d i s t r i c t  potent ia l  have  been iden t i f i ed .  U n t i l  a b roade r  

base o f  knowledge a n d  in format ion is  developed, decis ions on  Nat ional  

Reg is te r  po ten t ia l  a r e  n o t  possible.  



Conclusion 

T h e  MHC should focus i t s  preservat ion act iv i t ies on t h e  ident i f i -  

cation, evaluation, and protect ion o f  h is tor ica l  landscapes and s t ree t -  

scapes. Protection o f  h is tor ica l  context  i n  b road as well as specif ic 

terms should b e  an MHC p r i o r i t y .  

Since t h e  su rv i va l  o f  h is tor ica l  resources d i f f e rs  between core 

areas and per iphera l  areas, d i f f e ren t  standards o f  evaluation are  

needed f o r  each. T h e  MHC should cont inue t o  de f ine  these stan- 

dards, pa r t i cu la r l y  f o r  what const i tu tes signif icance and i n t e g r i t y .  

I n  addit ion t o  these two general recommendations, t h e  fol lowing 

specif ic recommendations are  made. T h e  MHC should: 

1 .  Encourage archaeological surveys  t o  be  done i n  t h e  rap id l y  

developing, archaeologically sensit ive areas i n  t h e  Connect icut 

R ive r  Val ley as well as around major t r i bu ta r i es  such as t h e  

Westfield, Chicopee and Deerf ie ld r i v e r s .  

2. Encourage local h is tor ica l  commissions t o  expand t h e  range o f  

bui ld ings,  s t ruc tures ,  and sites they  inc lude i n  t h e i r  inven-  

t o r y .  Special a t tent ion should be  pa id  t o  vernacular  housing, 

indus t r ia l  bui ld ings,  important  s t ruc tu res  such as br idges  and 

dams, and locally known archaeological sites (bo th  preh is to r ic  

and h is to r ic ) .  

3. Encourage local h is tor ica l  commissions t o  view completion o f  

t h e i r  i nven to ry  as t h e  beg inn ing  ra the r  t han  t h e  end of t h e i r  

preservat ion e f fo r t s .  Assis t  them i n  us ing  i nven to ry  information 

as t h e  basis f o r  ongoing preservat ion act iv i t ies such as pub l ic  

education, selection and nomination o f  proper t ies t o  t h e  National 

Register, preparat ion o f  local h is to r ic  d is t r i c ts ,  and coordinat ion 

w i t h  town p lann ing  boards and off ic ials t o  p ro tec t  important  

sites, s t ruc tu res  and landscapes. 



4. Continue t o  work  w i th  t h e  ci t ies and la rger  towns t o  f i n d  

new ways t o  reuse ex is t ing  h is to r ic  bui ld ings,  especially obsolete 

indus t r ia l  and c iv ic  s t ruc tu res .  

5. Continue t o  in tegra te  archaeological and h is to r ic  preservat ion 

concerns in to  local as well as regional p lann ing  e f fo r ts .  

6. Encourage t h e  adoption o f  a statewide open space plan t h a t  

would coordinate agr icu l tu ra l  as well as pub l ic  and p r i va te  con- 

servat ion policies w i th  t h e  protect ion o f  r u r a l  and low dens i ty  

h is to r ic  landscapes. 

7. Cont inue t o  work  w i t h  t h e  Department o f  Environmental 

Management, t h e  Metropol i tan D is t r i c t  Commission and o ther  

pub l ic  agencies t o  incorporate h is to r ic  preservat ion pr io r i t ies  in to  

al l  p lann ing  f o r  state parks,  forests and watershed management 

areas. 

8. Encourage t h e  Frank l in  County  Department o f  Planning t o  

h i r e  a Preservat ion Planner. 
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